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The Opening of tha Trail,

The Santa Fé Trall, long a commercial link between the
Missouri river and the Rio Grande ssttlements, had its
humble origins in the middile of the @ignteenth century. In
the early part of that ocentury an adove hut firet graced the
sandy soil where Santa Fe was to be. The huts miltiplied,
as the priests, ocaballeros, oowboys, and gold and silver
seekers camne to gain fortunes or save souls., Vera Crus
was the only seaport in Mexico to wihloh vessels could coue
with goods from the outside world. The pack-mule and the
wagon were the means of transporting these goods up the
mountain trails to the northerm provinces, Two thousand
miles were a grest distance to be from the source of gomforts
and luxuries—Vera Oruz was one-half year away. This made
the ocost of the merchaniise prohibitive. To the French of the
Illinois country, these Spanish settlements probably appeursed
latent with the possibilities of trade. There i3 reason to
believe, says Professor lIsaac Cox, that a "group of Frenoch
merchants actually reached their goal, but without thereby
securing permanent advantage for thewsel ves or for their
gOVanment.'l During the remainder of the century an oocasional
FPrenciaman ®"found his toilsome way to Santa Fé; where his
presence...»as s8till unwelooms." In 1805 Kentuoky traders

made their first commercial contact with the Spanish Americans.



Other traders with goods loaded on packmiles traced tnoe
Trail faintly in the next few years, 7Tue exploits of
Zebulon Pike, who made a Government expedition to the
Scuthwest in 1808 and 1807 undoubtedly Amspired others.

The hostile attitude of the Spanish officials dlecouraged
all attempts at trade. Some of the early adventurers were
cast into prison. However, when Mexico declarsd herself

- independent in 1831, politiocal prisoners were releesed, and
" the longest natural highway in the world was open for Qommercae.
This brought the m ck horse era to a close, while the wagon
. became the earrier of merchandise.

To Captain William Beoknell is given the honor for
organizing thé first caravan of wagons to maxe the loung 800
mile trek across prairies and desaert to Santa Fo.? He pro-
posed, through 4 newspaper, to form & joint stook cosmpany for
the purpose of trading with the Mexicams and Indians, and
perhaps to nunt wild horses. The newspaper notice ran thus:
*Every man will fit himeelf...with & horse, a good rifle...
ammuiticn..., auffioient clotning...kvery man will furnish
his egqual part of the fitting out our trade and reoeive an
squal pért of the produst.¥ James A, Hitt remenmbered, some
years later, that Spring in 1833 when thirty-five %"stout,
healthy athletic young men® atarted the first train.® The
wagons were loaded with oalicoes. This bright colored cloth
sold for $23 per yard in Santa Fé. Another caravan made its

way to tuis new mart from a trading post in Arkansas. In the



following yeurs more merchants became interested in the
trade. Old Franklin, Missouri, settled down for a period of
prosperity. Specie, mules, and furs were exchanged for red
calico and a few trinkets. KEven the Government kindly
recognized this new current 4in the eoonomic life of the
frontier. Senator Thomas Hart Benton presanted a petition
for national protection in 188%4. Cougress appropriated §30,000
for & road survey and for vessiona of Indlan lunds,

The surveying expedition left Franklin on July 4, 1845
Yadmidst thé shooting and shouting appropriate to that day
in a frontier comminity.® The road was duly surveyed as
far as Chouteau's Ialand on the Arkansas, and in the next
year, the survey was carried soutaward to Taos.% 1In August
of 1835, treaties were made ani the pipe of peace smoked
with the Osage and Kunsas Indians., The white man gained the
right of unmolested passage in return for money and mer—
chandiss,.

Further evidence of the interest of the Government was
shown in the appointment of United Statss Consuls to Santa
¥é and Onihuahua, In 1836 St. Louis was made & port of entry.
Gcods ocould now come up the Mississippl or down the Ohio
to pe exported directly to Santa 74

The roving bands of Indiane hursesed nsarly every mile
of the Trail beyond Counoil Grove. This tradifiy post on the
foreat-coversd banks of the Neosho river, one hundred thirty-

five miles from Independence, became & rendeimous for all



wagons enroute to Hew Mexico.D Slowly they oongrsgated
until the last had arrived. A captaln was chosen o lead
them through the Indian oountry. Like a small srmy, the
teamaters, usually accompanied by the owners of the few
wagons, parriel blows with the Pawnse, Uhvyenne, Arapahoe,
and Kiowa. Beyond the Arkausas the Apashe were the moat
ireaded of the Indian bands. Troops escorted the caravsans
in 1839, 1834, and 1843, but *such protection ssems to have
been the excepticn rather than the rule.*

Other dAifficulties were mst by the traders upon arrival
at the end of the long journey, Import duties were nigh,
and, as a ruls, gquite arbitrary. Bome goods were denjied
admission as early as 1838. As tne trade grew in proportions,
customs=~ocllecting becams & lucrative sourse of iancome for
Mexicun officals. In 1839 the Governor of New Msexioo exempted
all "nijos de paia" (Mexioan oitiseus) from taxation on real
estate., The whole burden oi taxation was placed on the
ever-inoreasing overland trade whion in that yedar was one
hundred thirty wagons. All plain "woolen coitons® paid
twelve -ni one-~half cents duty per vara, or snirty-three
inches., For some tims a flat rate of $500 per wagons was
levied., This led to the use of luarger wigons pulled by
more oxen or wules. Some trads:s removed the contents of
one wagon ani temporarily overloaded another upon the approaoch
to the gustoms house. PFalse axle trees were attached to

gonceal apesie upon return. The bribing of officials was a



common practice—and an expested one.6

Thirteen years iater 330 wagons coreaked to Mexico from
Independence, Missouri, with $450,000 sorth of merchandise,
The trade fell into the nands of fewer merchants, while thne
number of meu employed increased, Mexican traders, a8
represantoed by the Chaves brotners ani wshe Armijo brotners,
had a consideravle shars of the trade. Stationary trading
posts, instead of the temporary ssore, wero opeunsd in Suhta
Fé, Las Vegas, Albuquerjue, Taos, snd other towns., Dr.
Connelly, Dr. Ward, J. B. Doyle, Col. McCarty, Wnite, Gidiings,
Bent, Seitn, Jucksoan, the Suvlettes, and the St. Vrains were
the first Amorioan merchunts to set up permanent trading
eatablishm.nts. Several of these beoame Mexiosn c1tizens.®

The ports of entry were closed to Missourl traders in
1844, Tois marks tne end of the first period of Santa Fé
frelghting. 8pain had lest Mexioo in 1821, and one ocontribe
vting factor had been the economio sdlie~suffioiency of that
provinoce. The Amerioani<sation of New Mexice, wbioh inorsused
the demand for Ameriosn goods, widened the roadbed of the
Santa Pé Truil and praepered the way for a peaceful entry of
the Army of the West in 1848. Great wagons, the descendants
of the Conestogas that has lumbered along ths Cumberland
Roau & few years before, became the trail-makers of the forties,
fifties, andi sixties. These prairie schooners, pulled by
oxen or sules, driven by & professional bullshaoker or tcamster,

made the pridge over wnioh the army marched to Nes Mexioco,
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' The oovered wagon became an integral part of the edonomio
urge of a young and bolisterous nation, an implemcnt of

national expansion, and a means of quiet oonquest.
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CHAPTER 1II.
*The Great Revival®, 1843-1849.

The hey-day of the Santa Fé Trail was yet to come
when Joelan Gregg published his Gommerce of the Prajries.
Between 1843 and 1843 the annual number of wagons from
Missouri to Mexico had inoreased from 80 to 330. Every
indication seemed to point to an era of oonsidsrable
caravan business. However, 1t devolved upon the President
of Mexico, Antonio Lopsz de Banta Anna, to deajen tals
nes comnercial spirit by cloaing the poris of entry. This
may have peen a temporary move to frighten Aweriouns from
sympathizing vith Texas, since tue @pirit of anuexation was
high at the time. This emburgo wus lifted on Marchi 1li, 181a.
The lucrative source of income {rom entry feed oculd not
pe gucrificed. Tuere was & generai beslief anocng traders
that any impost Juty was 1llsgal. Augustus Storrs, at
one time & werchant of Independence, Missouri, onoce szid
tnal well informed oitizens of Mexico were not amure of
any legal restriction om intermationsl trade. Aucording
to the Missouri Repubijjsap, tradsre bziieved the only
objeot ¢of tne cofrficials of Mexigco, from the governor down
to the alcslde, in nolilng office was for personal eunrioch-
ment. "The custome bsimg arbitrarily arrsnged by Governors,
they soon make a wmout effeotive means of fiiling tneir owm

coffers aa well as those of tnelr asubordinates. The uwost
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exorbitant duties vere levied iu order to compel the
foreign traders to resort to bribery to avoid their pay=-
ment.* &

In 1844 the sraders of Miassouri mst bave doubted or
feared Sunta Anne. In & Bistorv of Jacksgon Qounty, Misaouri,
the writer velisved that "not over nipety wagons, with not
over two hundred men a&nd $<00,000 wmorth of goods crossad tae
plains to Santa Fd:--~"z Tnis decrease in trade was a
severe blow to Independence, butl next year trade again re-
sumed oonsideravle proportious. A vorrespondent of ihe
St. Louly Reveldis summarized the trade (vith the exception
of two companies whioh were detained at Bent's Fort): 145
wagons, 31 oarriages, 1,078 oxen, 7i6 muies, 39 unorsss, aud
403 men. The cost of the goods was $543,530; the value of
the outfits used waes estimated avf87,790; snu the cost of
the freighting to tue gxporters was @67,6&0.3

After March 3, 1845, Ameriocan tvraders seoured reoates on
merchaundiee shipped to the ports in Arkausas anl Missouri,
provided these goods were Lo be reshipped into Mexico.
Independence had an “oocasional inspector®, Josepn H. Reynolds,
#ith an annual salary of $340.%

Wagons thal arrived vefore tne inauguration of Geunsral
Manuel Armijo as governor of New Mexico in tae iatier ﬁart
of the year of 1845, paid $75% eaon. Tnis, of course, was
not ¢ollected from oitizens of that gountry, or from men

who had married Mexican women. Ou November 7, Genszal



Armijo read a message at the Governor's paluve in Sauta
Fé, ordering & increase in tha import duties. The last
loaded wagous of tine ysar, reported the Qeyeiils, paid
an entry fee of $1000., Perhaps tntse inclwied the §15C pald
by aoae for a translation of the "Mauifiato" of Noverwrber 7.
Regulations counfiscaiing cotton goods as oontraband werse
guforoed. ©Several wagons were confiscated, while a few
loads sold for less than dutye. 5

In spite of the atrained relations betveen the United
States and Wexioco, buyers from Banta Fé beyan to arrive in
Iﬁdepend@noe in January, enroute €ast to ouy goods. Wa,on
srains followed, and oamped in tae vicinlty of Indepenieuce
wai tinyg for the arrival of the yocois. Hostiiities opetwssen
the two nations officially began on May 13, 1848. Goueadl
Arsi jo, perbaps beuause ne had & financial interesy in the
trade, issued a proclamation in suich ue svafted that the
existin. hostilities need not interrupt the trade, and that
1t shiould be conducted Just as 1f tne war did not exist. A
geueral polioy was adopted by Colonel Bterhen W. Rearny, woo
was in charce of the trocrs (Army of the West) whioh were to
march overland from Ft. Leavenworth to New Mexico and
Cali fornia, to yrevent the departure of apny wagon traine
before the aray left, Tbe purpose of this, he said, was to

prevent the wercnandiae from falling intothe hands of the

enemy, snd to control effectively the suipping of armmnition.

This made the acae;tanée of tne forced military protection

11.



& patriotioc deed, But it also csused fear oan the part of
some Mexican traders when tney visionea sne high tariif
tney would nuve to pay after Nes Mexico feii before the
Army of uhe West. At least thre2 wagon traine gave

evidence of veinyg in a hurry to y6t to Sanva Fe. Speyers,a

Mexican traaer and probaoviy & commercial accompiice of General

Armijo, departed from Independence in sucn nasve Ltanat ae
aryoused suspicion. It was rumored thul he nai a train of
swauni tion. Kearngy sent a detacument 0f soldisrs after
him, out the§ faiied o detaln hiw until cvius army ileft.
A syapatoecic newspajer sxpiainad that Speyerswas in a
burry so thnat ne “adght oovain a cestificate from the
customs house inm Sauta Pé vefore the United States troops
took posaeasion!“e

To one newspa: er reportser, Iddependence locked like a
®orowied city" in early May--tuers were immigrants to Osegon
end California. A colth later tuls reporter wrote that a
grsat orosd of Mexicanse and traders fillel the streets., He.
vellieved thut tnere were at Lleast *300 Mexicans in town and
vicinityw.Taese various companlies pave drought in an immenss
quantity of specis, amounting to about § 50,000... About
40 wagons nave left...thls week (June 6), and others are
preparing to ieave suortly...lt 1s beliaved by many, suat
the trade willi greatly iucrease in cousegquence of tug pores
of tne Gulf and Pacific closza Oy our veasels and lsaving

this the only point throuygh wnicu they can safeiy regeive

12.



13,

goods.*?" Some of the traders hai purchased goods directly
from England., The 84, houils Republicsy saild that more tnan
$100,000 sortn of goods nad entered her port under the
banafit of tne “original package® law., Tonis act permatted
traders to send their goois from an sasteru port to 8t.
Liuia or Independence (or from any port to amoiner) without
- paying nev duties, provided the goods arse retained in the
original package. The outbreak of hostilities between
Mexivo andi the United States cuused tune customs nouss of
Kew York to rufuse olearance of $50,000 worth of Mexicun
goodis upon whion dutiese had been p&ld.&

Leaving in small detachments the Aray orf tie Weas
left Ft, Leavenworth in June. Before Kearny left ou
June 36, he asked American and Mexiocan traders to come up
to Fi. Leavepworth, He assured thew tnat tue Government "uad
no intantions of warrin, against individualis-<++~sanl they
would be allowsé& to proceed with their meronandaise, pro-
vided ammanition or arms »ade no part of their atores. "
The xdvance troops held the tide of wagon traimns until
tue eniire srmy rendezvoused at Pawnee Forke Then folloving
in the rear, moet of the way, the traders enjoyed the pio—

: Santa Ee,

tection of the army to Bent'a Fors,.and some to Ohihuaoua,
Mexico.

Tue statiatioa for the number of wagons whion followed

Kearny vary somevhat. Tue %, Louls Bepuvilcan »seid that



there vere 13 wagonse; Jonn T. Hugies,amember of the army,
rexarked that there were 414; ths Leosus ity Journal-Post
(Sept. 6, 1955) gives 414 wagons ani $1,753,350 worth of
merchaudise. Tnese figures are videly asospted. R. k.
Twitohell quotes Dr. Waluo to the effact that the aanual
garavan was maie up of 375 wagonse, 1700 mules, 3,000 oxen,
500 men, and $937,500 worth of goods. If the 414 wagons uid
follow the army, then the trains wuion dopgrcad before that

date would increxse the total. Hovesver,dosian Gregy, in a

lester to tue editor of tne Booneslick Times (Missouri), says

that 316 wagons nad left Indepandends in detached parsizae
by Juns 30. He eztimaied btuat 130 wagons and 50 carcl-igee
would leave Juring vne sumissr. Tonese venlcolas, ne said,
fare accompanied oy..iraders snd wayoners, nangersg—~on ani
oonnolasseur travelers, loafers, &nd loungers, amounting to
one thousand men.® I1f Gregp's sumuuery ie oorreot, and he
insists it ia; thon &4Lé asagous dia follow the 2rmy, but not
*enmasse” as liz0lared by sowe.lo
Kearny's miiltvary government was established in Santa
Fé on Au uss 18, 1846. Hz ifwmucdleiely erdered all Mexican
o4ti:ens vo ciose thelr s:ores anit sunom . Grodery storss,
dry goo.us stores, aund tavarns were permittad to opsen upon
paying a iiceuse feo of ¢+, #3, ani $5 resyestively. Wagons
from the States and Culhuabua rald an sntry fee of $4 eaoh.

An alilvional 35 cents was onarged for entering the public

plaza.ll Tusre is roason to belisve thut at tne time wheu

14.



tnese dutlies want into 2ffecs, August 23, or a few wmonths
after,import duitles of slix per ceut anu sxport dutins
of two ani one-half per Ceult were levied in syive orf pro-
tesu from tne marah&uta.la
In June 1847, the Reveilie érots that “"toe lanuiug (&%
Indepandence) is in an sxcessively orovded oondition-e+«Pro=-
duse is pouring in every hour; the amount of tonuapse 1o pore
is8 quite inadequate to the wanis of shipypers, aud drays oun
acarcely be obtzined at any priocs," Banta ¢ was thrl  ing
in the spring of tout year. bBulliaiusgs were oeln, ccustructeq,
hotels openad, and & newspaper ¥as belug printed. One vriter
believed tnat a majority of Americans there were of tie
®*sorst character, who finding tuey oould no louger siay in
the states, have come out nere for tune purpose of aginaliay
and ateaiing the narde-carned wages of tue private soldiers.”
A3 toe caravans rolledi in, tne marset bsuvaws glutisd. Many
of the troops had gone south., A letier frow Sauta F€ ila-
olosed thui thers were "enougn goous (Fhere) to eupply
tiiree thousand men." Sowe estimated the quauntity of duty=-
paying goods consumed annually to be not over $i00,000. The
long wagons, oue sald, were not for Saunta Fe obut for
"Chihuahua, Durango, and other depurimenss.” The military
duty upon goods levied by Kzurny was continued. Oan March
31, 1847, the President of the United Staves nad lssued an
order lifting the blockade of Mexican ports, put justifying

the oollection of port duties by rigat of conjuest. Gold and
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silver exports were tc pay from threse to saveén per oent
duty. Tae Sscretary of vae Tr;aaury on Deoewper o, 1847,
saild thac ohe Presidenv imd directsd coantrioutions to be
lavied on Moxico for aray suppliies, duiiss on imporis, Mexican
duties oun exports, ana tae aselaure of all imternal rsveuus
exyept transit Jduties. The ad. kssion of forwerly probibited
goods at roasonable ratel would incresse the trade, since tne
United Svates was in ocounirol of tuse roa:d to New Mexioco.
Traue in 1848 comrenced wish great vigor. St amers
carriel some poods as far as the bend of the Riasouri, instead
of Indeypandence, waers tradsrs loaded them rfor New Mexico.
Toe RevRitle believed that tne maronants had purcassed more
goous in St. Louis than formerly. UTane Indian froutier wis
comparatively gquiet, for tns first time in several ycars,
pecause of the presence of troops stationed on the ATKansas.
Colomel Wililawm Gilpiu, who was ia ocuarge of By, Mann on
the Arkansas, ocounted 3,000 wagons, 14,000 peopis, ani
50,000 hex of livestock uthat sesson. Howsver, Gilpin iid
not disoriminave between governaeht and private wagon trains.
Two y:ars before, agricustural implemen.s nail besn taxen
overland for wvne first vime. The Jpaecendeuce Exiositor
prophesied taxt the freigbter who made tais venture ™wvould
be tae ilpstrument of onaunsxing the molies and heoits of tne
untutorsi Mexicau." But tae carge of sone of the wagons

caused greatsr exsitement. “Asother 7 lays wvon.er...",



enthusiastically wrote one Nes Mexican, “is tus appzarcace,
for wne first time in our mwar.etis, of the jotavo, wuion nas
caused a perfeot minla tnat mignt ve compared $6 tae tuilp .
ma.ia of Holiand. MNothiag 18 now heard amoug the elise, out

of Potato Suppera...'ls Business was pocod but toere wus

much dissatisfaotion over tne¢ continued Jduties lLevied on
imports and sxports. A lestter from Santa Fe pave the ob-
jeotions in 10 uncertain tarmas '(1t is tn@)'D--—l 10 pay...
8 8ix per cent ad valorem duty...mergcancntas taink, 30 doss
their .awyer, tnat now New Mexico is an intepral portioun of
the United Statss, and taerefore the land of their birta,
that Military Order No. lOmo£n hardly give autnority in the
territory of the United States for the coliection of a
duty.*d% The merchents geve vent to their feeling in a
meeting in wnion they resolved to pay tne import duties no
long-r. 1In December Major Benjawin Besll issued au order
suspending a duty of six per cent ad valorem oun all pere
ohandise. Tnis was to hold until e received furtner instruot-
ions from tne United Statcs &overnment.l5

Thus, just a3 goods had prepared nné way for guus in
the conquest of Nexico, 8o .il.u guns iatroduce a naw era in
overland freignting. The apread of Awericsan forts througph-
out New Mexico, the inorsase of Amsricans in the territory,
and the groving Americanization of the Mexiocan usherel in
the Golden Age of freighting. In tne 50's ani early 6.'s

frelghtin: oveoame an industry whiocn regquired a vast outlay

17.
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of capital. A few firms monopolized the dbusiness. Freiguting
for the government and for merohants became tne priucipal
fiell of investment. Sgookgrowdug practically shanged frow an
avooation to a voowtion,and bullwhacking, or ox &riviag,
beczme a profession. The Trail developed iundo & famous
highway along ¥uioh aprany up vrading posts and villapges at
-atrategio watering pisces. The blecksndth suop and the
groeery store--galoon wsere tine precursors of the oil atation
and the nos dog staud., Thse dust thickened as the ruts

grew dasper and the roaabed widened. That was the dolden

A e of toe 50's,

Ve
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CHAPTER 111
Pork and Flour for the Army of the Weat.

The Mexicun War brought a great and rapid ohange in the
traffic on the Sunta Fé Trail., Over this highway mwoved troopas,
traders, expreasses, anl hundreds of wagons belougiug %o the
Quarterméater'a Department., The nortoern provinoe of Mexioco,
having besn eaonomioally'a part of the United States for
ssveral years, fell bpefore this avalanohe of guns and goods
which was a part of the Army of the Wast.,

Official hostilities between the United Stat.s and
Mexico beg.n May 13, 1848. Stephen W, Kéarny's Army of
the West was enroute to Santa F¢ in detachments by the end
of June, Col. Sterling Price's regimont and the Mormon
Battalien followed later in the summer,

The problem of supplying the crmy was of no small import,
Reporta from New Mexico indicutad & grain shortage ia that
gountry, Reliance upon that arecs for a food suprly was
impossible. The alternative was to send all subaslstence
overland, in wagons pulled by umles or oxen. Grave doubts
were expressed couceraning the food supply for zpproximately
6,00C Americans who would be in New Mexico. The Sunta F&
Trail ran torougxh a laud of hostiie trives. Santa Fé was
873 miles from the @overnment iepot at Ft, Leavenworth.
Kearny realized the precurious postion in whiocn Lis army

would be placed, and demanded supplies for tvelve months.



Tonis was a demand impossible to meet. One spectator sald
that 350 wagons accompanied Keurny, and another said that
sufficient provisions for six months wers to leave with the
army. |

Capiain Turney of Col. Kearny's ssaff arrived in St.
Louis from Ft. Leavenworth on June 13 with iastruotions
Yto furnish nevessary provisions, baggage, tralns, etoa,,
eta,, " for the oontemplated trip to New Mexioco, it was
estimsted that 900 wagons, 1000 teamsters, ani abeht 10,000
oxen and mules would be required. Government agents oper.ted
actively in 8t. Louls and vioinity‘buying mules, horses,
wagons, and provisions, and in contr&afiqg for the manufacture
of wagons, knapszoks, and various other értialea negessary
for the army. Thousande of barrels of pork at $1C per barrel
and thousands of pounda of "clear bacon~aides® av five ocents
per pound were purchased in 8St. Louis and asent by way of
ateamer to Ft. Leavenworth. Agents of the Commissary Depart-
ment penetrated Missouri and near-by states for males,
paying $100 apiece for all they could get. An incomplste
report of the Quartermaster General shows that 459 horses,

3,658 mules, 14,904 oxen, 1556 wagons, and 516 pack saddles

were used, by the @overnment iu the 41s0al y.ar of 1846-1847,1

All the supplies were shipped to Ft. Leavenworth. Pro-
visions came faster than wagons, asccumilating on the banks of
the river., By June 30, just six days before the last of

Kearny's army left the fort, a provision train was on the
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Trail and Yothers are being loaded and started evury day."”
Proviasionas for 1300 men %o laat three months were in the
wagone going aoross the plains. B8oldiers not yset dispatohed
performed wnat they called “fatigue duty® in loading wugons,
ani they did 8t with "utmoat cheerfulness® asomeone obascrved.
When a steamer brought a deok load of wupons, they were
immeilately loaded and sent off in groups of seven or eigut,
and instructed to walt for Keurny at the croasiug of the
Arkansas river., Even faraway Pittsburgh supplied wugons,
Stesuicrs seemod to ve afflioted with & wagon epldemic or
eczema, being literally ovoversed with them. The $%. Louis
Bev Era skeptically advises the @overnment to send a few
wheei}ighta and blackemitn® ahead of these wagons “to secure
their arrival at the plece of deatination.®

The wagons acoompanying the army were poorly distributed.
Tents and utensils were not always with the proper company.
The instances of intense hunger on the part of some companies
were not rare. Undisciplined volunteers assaulted one train
and used the contents regardlsss of the objeotions of the
drivers who said it was a "through" traln, not to be opened
until its arrival. Even Kearny bhad to cal: a wagon train
back upon one ocoasion,.

All provision trains whion did not accompany the
3

army to Nes Mexico were sent by mistake to Bent's Fort,

The effects of this surprising blunder waere botn immediate



and fare-reaghing. Even Kcarny's Aruy suffered earoute., At
Bent's Fort she Army was placed on half rations. Before
their arrival in Santa Fd, part of them wsre existing onc
one-third rations. From August 1 lntil the last of September
they had no sugar or coffee snd but one~haif ration of flour.
Toe wmarch of the day before they reached Saunta Fé.was made
"without a morasl of food.® Even the cooking utensils had
not yet arrived. Dough was wound around a astiock and baked
over an open fire, The first night that American sentries
paraded the punlic plaza in Santa Fé, hungry soliiers went
from door to door trying %o buy food. These conditions were
not remedied for some time—-as late as Novamoer 14 a soldier
arote that he had beef and bread for breakfast, bread, beef,
and coffee for dinnsr, and for dessert (wice eadh week rioce
soup was served., Tinie beef, he suid, was Dollied six hours
from * . not-being=~aovle-to~walke-any~longer desease® (sio)
cattle., A Frencaman, Gossiein, wuaa under contrquot to deliver
besf in Santz Fé., This beef, 1f one is to believe the abovs
testimony, was of questionable value &s an article of nourish-
pent., MNative flour was purchased, being "a miserable stuff—
exceedingly ooarse, and operates 4n the bowels of many persons.”
However, in spite of these murmrings on the part of soldliers,
the Commissary General rgported on November 17, 1848, that
there had been "no offioctal vouplaint of either guality or

quantity of subatistence furnisied to the Armies....*
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To remedy the precarious oondition of the troops in Banta
F6 and vicinity, soliiers were sent to Beut's Fort to aid in
formarding supplica. In early November one soldier wrote that
the tea wagons of provisions walobh he had the pleasure of
bringing from Bsut'e Fort were pretty well exhausted; there
had been no other arrivals “"nor 4o we know when we shall
have...® By the latter part of Ootober wagons were being
forwarded from Bent's Fort at the rate of thirty per week.
Some commi@sary trains were going astraight through, but even
these went the long route by way of the fort. Tnere were
about one hundired forty tons ¢f proviaions stored at Bent's
Fort on Ootober 30, and only about a doien wagons were enroute
thers from Ft. Leuvenworth. The Quartermaster reported that
no wagous wers to leave the statea after Sopteusber 8, but
there is reason to believe that some werc dispatohed at a
later date., Many wagons, mules, and oxen were kept in Santa
Fé to accompany troops to the south and to the Indian sountry.
Upon the arrival of wagons in Santa F3, the Quartermaster had
the tires reset, and immaiiately sent them on thelr return
trip.

The Mexican war may have been planned sometime before
the shedding of blood on American soil, but the method of
supplying its Army ashows lack of deliberation. Wagon traine
were dispstohed without guard in a country through which few

gould hope to pass without attack by roving bands of mounted

RS,
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Indians. Inexperienced drivers were employed. As high as
fifteen cents per mile per pound was pald oy sutlere., Goous
were sent to & fort on the Arkansas river waile an army was
in nsed of food. The cost of all this was excessive. Pork
wa@ purchased in 8t. Louis for $10, per barrdké., The cost of
it transported from Ft. Leavenworth to Bent's Fort was more
than §33 per barrel. From there to Santa Fe tae cost was
$18 per barrel., By adiing the original price to the cost of
transportation, a barrel of pork cost $50, in Hanta Fé,O

As the 8t. Louis Hes Era commented, “the dear people pay."

The new and quite abnormal traffio in the bustling days
of 18468 demanded acores of teamstore and wagons, Wagons came
from Pittaburgh, 8t. Louis, and were also purchased from
anyoody who had one to sell. Many young men who bad rushed
to the frontier for the purpose of enlisting in the Aray of
the West found that source of enlistment closed, hence they
joined the ranks of the army teamsters.d This type of service
paid from §35 to $30 per month including subsistence, while
ordinary @oldiers received out $7 for the same period of
service on regular duty., Often~times scldiers were glven
"oxtra duty" at tohe esalary of $14.90 per montb. These
teamsters bacame foot soldiers of a wagons tradn subjsot to
dangers for more purilous than those fuiced by wany of the
regular soldiers. These men were not accustomed (o handling
several yoke of oxen or tcams of sules over a desoclate

plain, contesting of right of way with Comanche or Pawnee.
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Neither did they kunow how to ocare for the animala., Lieut.
J. W. Abert complained that teams;era mistreated cattle and
wagons., The road from Ft. Leavenworth to Szuta FPd was stirewn
with "apbout $5,000,000 worth of U. 8., Government supplies;.
the bones of cattle, and in many placea the drivers, lie
side by sidea...r melanaholy'rasult, brought about alone by
inexperience.” Innumerabls wagons lay amiilst a ®grievous
waste of provisions." Near Santa P8 in Decemoer, 1846,
Lieut. Abert saw many carcasses of oxen. "Home were half-
demoured by the wolves and ravens, otuers had not been dead
long, for the birds of prey had only torn out their eyes,."

The supply trains, as a rule, were dispatohed without
military guurd but were given ammunition +ith wnich to protzot
themselvea from the Indians., A writer from Beut's Fort com=
plained that only two rounds of ammunition were given to some
of the trains., The . Louls Republisayn remarked that uniess
Col. Price, who left Ft. Leavenworth in latter July, did not
*give the Indians a drubbing, all provisions wagons are in
danger of being cut off, and the army left to starve. There
13 gross negleot in failing to send military guard.®™

Further distress was expeoted because of lack of grass
for animals. The scason hal been dry and there was great
scarocity of water. Fires had destroyed much of the grassil
The Troops had driven the buffalo far from the trall. Private

traders, anticipating a lack of provisions, ook an aduitional
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supply with theme A returned soldier reportued ou Qotober
30, 1846, that the grass was "very indl ffersnt and very @carce...
anl sxtremely dry weather (had cause@)...much suf!aring from
want of water for the tcame.®

In the winter of 1848«47 tha Trail was covered with snow,
Overland freighting was naszsardous. Two hundred miles of the
Trail were covered with two feet of snow. The ravines ware
impassible. A few GQovernment trains tried to go through. Mr,
Coons, & private trader who made the trip from Santa Fé in
Decexber and January, saw a fovernment train whioh had left
Santa Fé on Deoember 8, The teamsters were in "a very destitute
sondition, twenty of them baving subsisted for ten days on
the meat of a govarnment mle,"? Eight teamsters were seen
one hundred miles from Bent's Fort in January, 1847. They were
all affot and nearly out of provisions. Some of them had
frozer hands andi feet., Captain Clary found two dead men at
the foot of a tree, the bark of whion had been esten all
arocound. 8y the mlddle of March 1% was suppoased that approximately
fifty Government employees hud perished on the Trail. Lieut.
Abert, while returning to the 8tates in the first part of
the year, had hls mules stolen by tne Indians. His men pulled
one of the wagons for a while, A thirty-asix hour storm
covered tham with five feet of snow at Turkey Oreek, Kansas,
and in that snow they left their bedding, provisions, guns,
and utensils.,. A twenty-seven mile walk brought them to Cottcon~
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wood Fork wnere taney met a‘wagon saster with plenty of provisions.6
During 1847 oommissary traius and troops continuved to

ply back and forth between New Mexioo and Ft. Leavenworth,

The voluntecrs had eniisted for & year. The romance of the

war being ovsr, most of them refused to serve again. In small

groups, usuvally #ith wagon trains, many of thew returned to

Missouri. More troops rods across the.plains to fill the fast

depleting ranks. Someone in Santa Fé who remsmosred the

drunken brawls and the flagrant violution of civil rights

whioh existed when General Price was in command, wrote that

"we almost dreaded the arrival of new troops fearful, lest

the scenes of iast year were about to be enacted agadbn."

- Qomwlssary wagone made their way aoross the plains, but
mone arrived in Santa Fe befors July 5. The Commissary
Department had experienced some anxious wesks, for private
trains had been arriving sinoe June. John Dougherty oon=-
tracted to take 550 head of oattls across to Santa Fé at
the rate of $3.50 per hundred pounds. The cattla and a large
train of fovernment wapons and private traders ware protescted,
in a sense, by Lieut. Love ani a company of dragoons. In
the meantime prices were hign in Santa Fe. Oumshed wheat
oould be purchased only in liwmited juantities. Sneep
weighing thirty pounds sold from $1.50 to §3. Mules re-
puted to be worth $35 soid for $60 sach; oxen "wortn $30 in

Missouri® brought $70; and corn to feed them was offered at



$5.50 per buspnel, Some one on the commiasary staff remarked
that "we have freely paid them, ratber thah levy forced
coutributiona.” Only sgpecie wouid talk to the native of
New Mexico.

According to the Reveillia:(Juse 3, 1848), the Indians
attackel almost every train that orossed the plains in 1846
and 1847. A man from Bent's Fort wrote that the "Pawnees
are playing the deuoe with the provision wagons...(hey
bhave) killed men, burnel several wagons,.., and I am glad
of thia because now, perhapa, Unole Sam, the 0ld fool, will
punish these Indiaus who have 50 long committed outragaa upon
the traders with impunity." The Coumiassioner of Indian
Affairs in his annual report of 1847 exonerated the Indians
nbrth of the Arkansas by saying that, with the exception of
the Pawnece, no plains Indians paa attacked any wagon trains.
Howsver, property, "wihioh was, no douot plundered from trains,
has been found in the possession of two or thres trives (of
the plaing)...but they alleged having received it in trade...
They all cheerfully gave it up...ex0ept the Pawnees, who
were compelledi to do 80.*7

The chief depredations weres coamitted Detwaen the
Cimarron river ani Pawnee FPork at the bend of the Arkanasas.

The Comanche told that they wers advanced large droves of
horses and mules as well as oconsideravle money by the Mexicans,

In return they were to kill Amsericans and destroy -1l their
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property.8 Tue penetration of the Indian territory by the
various tralls andi the rapidly diminisbing buffalo uyon whioh
the Indian relisd to supply physical wants, mway explain the
attitude of tune Indian more sympathetiocally, perhaps mwore
scientifically. Facing tbhelir approaohing doom, ana having
once tasted the plunuer of the caravams, tho Plaine Indians
gathered at the Arkansas crossing ¢adh year to harass the
paasing wagon trains. HMounted on horses, armed with bows and
arrows, spears, and guns,no traveller was free from thelir
attack or their night prowlings., Oattle were speared and
the tails invarisbly cut off sloes for trophies. Scalps
were 11 fted from msny heawis., As Col. Alton Easton's
regiment filed across the prairies in Juns and July, 1847,
great herds of buffalo were driven in close to the Trail by
the Indiana, for the purpose of deooying troops away from the
main body., Gre t piles of fuel at various points on the
south side of the Arxansas suoceeded in luring men away upon
one c¢ocasion. Eight mem pald for tuis venture with their
1ives,9

One @ovsernment train wasa surrogndad by & horde of Indians.
Tares hunured gucks of flour were out opemn, so the atory
goes, and sgsattered *to tne four winds of Heavan. The prairie
for inlles around...is said ¢0 hive been a@® wialte...as gsnow,
The villaipous rasgals, immediately upon getting possesalon
of the wa, ons, saﬁ to work powdering themselves and the oolor

of their yellow skins was soon ocnauged to one of suow whiteness.
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The sport of snowballing each other with hands full of flour
they enjoyed to a great degree;..they bedeoked themselves
out in the sucks, and ip this garb several were seen by

the wmen who returned to Ft. Leavenworth...3 or 3 days after
the robbery. One fellow had modeled his @aok into a turban,
and the brank U. S. was immediately in front. The letters
were quite unintelligible to them, but they ssemed to prize
them juite highly, a8 in all the breech clothes made of them
the U, 8. was,..in front.' These Indians, according to the

story, besides having their fun, did the conventional thing

10
of ocarrying away the arms, clothing,and fifty head of mules.

A Delaware Indian came in from the plaina in June, 1847,
and told of the assault of 1000 Indians wpon 30 @overnment
wagons., The tecamsters were driven from the sadile and
massacred. The wagons, stores, and miles were taken.

These incidents are not rare. Col. William Gilpin
estimated the total losses from Indians in 1847 to have been
47 Ameriocans killed, 330 wagons destroyed, and 6,500 heud
of stook plundered.}l Tpe greater amount of these losses
was sustained by Government trains, Gilyin believed, since

®*no resting places, depots, or points of security exist be-

tween Council Grove and Vegas, a bleak stretch of 600 miles."

Thease losses evidently caused the Government to heed the
demand for military protection. Oun Novemver 30, 1846, an

Indian agent hai been appointed for the Indians bestween the
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Platbe and the Arsansas.2SSmall forts on the Arkansas had
béen temporarily used by soldiers, Wagon tralzs had banded
together a3 many a8 180 at a time, The troops which went
agross in 1547 sarefully sheltered accompanying wagon truins,
In September,1847,Gilpin was placed in command of a battalion
to be used in guarding the Santa Fé Trail.® Tnese troops
were organized at Independence and 8t. Louis and outfitted at
Ft. Leavenworth. Inocluding the teamaters there were 519 in
this battalion; 70 wagons carried proviaions for 100 days;
856 horses, mules, and cattle oompleted fhe force, The laat
of this detachment left oun October 8, tue wnole force con=-
centrating at Ft. Mann on the Arkansas. Gllpin left taree
companiea to rebuild the fort, and he proceeded up the river
to winter among the Cheyenmse: and Arapahoe¢.. Suppllies were
dramn from Santa Fé and Taos., Horses lived on dead grassd
After an expedition to the south the Indiaus retreated from
the Arkansas for the firast time in several ysars. He then
concentrated his troopse on the eastern part of the Trall,
In sarly 1848 troops were divided, Capt. Pelzer wag in
command at Ft, Mann, and Gilpin at Bent's Fort. It was re-
ported that the troops were in a "disgraoceful state of
insubordination, officers doing as tuey pleased.”

In 1848 wagons loaded with pork and flour coutlnued to
oreak along onthe Banta Fe Trail. The plains Indians did

not wreak their vengeanoe on tne oxen and their drivers in



that season. Some trains and & nerd of peef cattle wers
eacorted by troops eanrouts to New Wexlco. Gilpin and his
little pand of soldiers stayed at thelr posts on the Arkansas.
Thomas Fitapatriok, & confirmed oynic in the matter of a pease~-
able rzliaticnship existing vetween white man and the Indian,
tersely stated that Gilpin had acted only in the defmnsive.

He 4id not gsucceed in that, he said, "“as the Indlans took

by force many of their horses.® However, he did adwdt that
Indian attaoks were less frenquent, out this may be atiributed
to the fact that the maranders had "secured so much booty...
and have been luxuriating in and enjoying the spoils."

The peace treaty with Mexico was oconfirmed by the Senate
in May. Eight hundred ssventy«five troops were retained in
the sevsn posts of New Mexisco. Santa Fé continued to be
the army depot to which Government wagons came with supplies,
According to a gentleman who arrived in the latter part of
August, four hundred public wagons were on the Trail in
August. Gilpin estimated that 3,000 wagons, 13,000 peopls,
and 50,000 nead of livestock paased over tne Trall in the
last year of tbhis period of oonquest. The first army oon=
tractor, James Browne, of Indepsendence, made several agree~
ments in May and June to deliver @overnment stores to Ft.
Union, New Mexico. In one of his contracts he agreed to buy
a number of wagons, OX yokes, and chains from the Quarter-

master's Department, Tnis indioated that the Government
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waa slowly withdrawing from the freighting buaineas.l3

The sonquest of northern Mexioo had been made. The
orgy of war-time transportation wae over. The dust on the
Santa Fé Trail settled for a few years. Occasicnal companies
of mounted soldiers made their toilsome way to the new frontier
posts in the land of the Apache and Navajo. New forts were
erected near the fastnesses of the hoatile Indians. In the
next fifteen yeare soldiers' cempfires had left ashes at
many places in "Navano-land®. To these lonely places wound
wagons trains with food supplies from far away Missouri. As
the Government's mule~drawn wagons withdrew from the Trail,
the ascendancy of the lowly ox had startsd. The day of the

Government contractor ani extended private frelghting was

dawni nge



J6.

FOOTHOTES
Onapter III.

1 this report wuas given November 34, 1847, in Senate Executive
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S8erisl no. 506.

3 Niles' Register, August 8, 1846, quoting the Mjssour}
Republican.

* Senate Revorts of Qommutoes, 30th Congress, 3d Session,

no. 391, 8Serial no. 835,

5 The experiencesof Mr. Coons! are given in the St. Louls
Reyeillg, February 36, 1848, and quoted in the Ngw Jork

Ixivung, March 10, 1847,

8 Abert's account is a classic. It ie given in the 8%. Louis
Upnjon, Maroh 9, quoted in the Ygv York Irjbung, Maxoh 19, 1847;

also given in Sepatec Exeoutive Doguments, 30th Congress, lst
Session, Vol. IV, Dooument no. 33, p. 4, Serial no., 508.



37

? Senavg Executive Docusentss, 30tn Congress, lat Sessiou,

Vol. I, Doouient no. 1, pp. 743-743, Serial no. 503,

€ Tuis explanation was given in the S%. Lkouig Revei.le,
August 3G, 1847,

® Ibid., August 7, 1847,

10 Thie tale is given in the 8%. Louis Era, gquotsd in the
dew York Iribune, Decemver 4, 1847. The indidsnt is typioal

in general nature, 1f not in detail.

11 House Exeoutive Doouments, 30%h Congress, 34 Session,
Vol. I, Dooument no. 1, p. 137, Serial mo. 8537,

i3 Leroy R. Hafen, "Thomas Fitipatriok and the Firet Indian
Agsncy of the Upper Platte and the Arkansas," Mississipid
Jadlev Historigal Revigs, XV, pp. 374-84.

15 These contracts are given in Senate Exscutive Dooument,

31st Congress, 1st Session, Vol. VI, Document no. 38, p. 13,

Serial no, 554; House Exegutive Doguments, 31lst Congress,
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CHAPTER 1V.

Freighting Wagons to the Adobe Forts.

The uncompromising nature of tne Apache in New Mexico
indirectly caused much of the freighting on the Santa Fé
Trail betwecn 1848 and 1886. These hostile bands of Indians
made necesasary the establishment of military posts and forts.
Troops oocupied, although not at one time, as many as twenty-
one posta. The barren nature of the countiry made reliancs
upon local food supplies somewhat precarious at all times
and undesirable most of the time. Missouri beocame the
principal source of supply and tne Santa Fé Trail the route
over wnioh oxen pulled great wagons loaded with three tons
of provisious. The "oontract system", or the employment by
the Government of oertain freighting firms to transports the
goods for a fixed sum per mile,was the principal meaus of
supplying tine army of the Ninth Military Distriot. The
Government did sowme of its own freighting but it waes of no
importance as comparsd to tue contrastorsd

The military posts in New Mexioco were scattsred turougu-
out the territory. In 1849 tnere vere 887 soldiers occupying
geven fosts. Ten years later sixteen posts agccommouated over
3,000 troopa.l However, the presence of soldlers did not
subjugate the Indian. In the years, 1848-50, tne people

suffered the loss, according to reports, of 150,231 sneep,



893 norses, 758 mules and asses, and 1334 oows.3 Treaties
were made owly to be brokem. Implementas, rugs, and ocalicoes
were brought from California d4nd Missouri to bribe them.>
Troops marched and oounter marched. Tue Indian agent of
tne territory complained that such conditions were a result
of a comoination of olroumstances—-the wild, desert, and
mountainous country ani tne %"savage and untamed navits of
most of tue Indians who roam over it." More troops were de-
manded by oitizens in Santa Fé. Thomas Fitzpatrick, in
reply, aooused the traders wno “live and thrive on the ex~-
penditures of the troops™ of being tne loudesat in asking
for protection, They care lese about proteotion than they
do about augmenting and inoreasing the expenses of the
general government..."¥ Even Mexioco advised the United States
t0 remember her treuaty obligations, and stop depredations
4n the boundary. The Government aslowly aocquimsced and troops
marched down the Qld Traill to protect & bulging frontier.
Thus the Indlan gave rise to the neaeaéity of feeding
troops located several Lundred miles frem the military
frontier of ch Mississippi Valley. The Migsouri Repuolican
pointed out tnat'qne—éeventn of the army was in New Mexico
trying to protect éne~twenﬁieth of our frontier.® Sunta Fé
was the headquarters of the army, and tue depot for supplies
untll.laﬁl. In that year Ft. Union, located some 100 miles
northeast of Santa Fé, became thne wilitary depot. Freignters

tragheported goods to this place for disstrivution, or



freiguted the goods directly to the scactered poasts iu that
dissrioct. PForage aud fusl were purchased in the territory,
as a rule., In the iatter part of ths decads the expeuses
of overland freighting wvere decresased by rurcaasdiug beans
and vinegar from mercnants of Sauta Fé or nearby towns.
During the Mexiocan war the Quartarmaster's Department
transported moat of tue supplies for ths troops in New
Mexico. Perhaps it waa the waste and inaffioclency of this

war-time experience whicon casused the Government to make
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greater use of the contraot system for overiland transportation.

In 1848, James Browne of Inderendeace, Misaouri, agreed
to transport 200,000 pounds of goods and other "sush govern=-
ment atores as may be deliveredi to him® at §11.75 per
bundred. To ald the Governmenti in converting its freighting
equipment into capital he offered to buy the surplus wagons,
ox yokes, “eto., eto.* ®

In 1848 the era of Governmeut freighting properly began.
The freighters, James Browne ani: William H, Russell,con=
trasctad to transport such storses as goula be delivered to
them at $9.88 per bundred.’

Between July 8 and Ootobei 3, 1850, 378 wagons left
Pt. Leavenworth for Santa P¢ and Kl Paso. The contractors
wers Joscph Clymer, David Waldo, Jamss Browne, "Brown, Russell,
and Company®, and Jones and Russell. Brown, Russell, and
Couwpany were the principal freighters with 135 wagons. Rates
ranged from $7.873% to $14.33 1/3, depending on the destination

and the time of the y ar. The average rates were $8.875 to



Santa Fé and $13.474 to El Paso. Toers were no Gontraots
to the other poats.8 In the spring of 1850 Ft. Leavenworth
was literally flooded with barrels wnhich nad besu shipped
up the river from St. Louis. 8ince there was no warehouss,
the nine pin alley, ocompany quarters,and two "leaky blook~
nouses® served as temporary placed of deposit until the
fraignteré loaded tnem for the plains. Later in the year a
publilic sarehouse was built out of the proceeds from the
sale of unserviceable homses and wagons, tne “whole of
whioh mignt have besn given away witu aavantage.®

George McCall, Inspector General of the War Department,
gave & few helpful suggestions for freighting baoon and
hardbread. ©Since the bacon sides were cut in squares, when
packed in the round whiskey barrels, they left large
"interstioes.® In adiition to that, the round barrel left
much unused space in tne wagons. He recommended sqguare
boxes for both bacon and bread., Frelghting a barrel which
welighed one half as much as the contents sceemed a costly
procedure, 80 he asked why a baker ocould not ve sent. How=
ever, his suggestions were not followed--soldiers of the
adobe foris continued to eat hard bread whille contraciors
prospered.”

In 1851, contractors made long pllgrimages to Santa
¥é, El Paso, Alberquerque, Dolla, Taes, Las Vegas, Ft.
Union, andi Rayado. &ones and Russell sent 1ol wagonse f{rom

Ft. Leavenworth in May. OClymer, who sesms to have been the



42.

only other contraotor,sent one irain of thirty wagons.
Frelght ratea were lower than in the previous year, the
higheat being $13.84.10

It i8 falr to assume tpat some of the goods, upon de=
livery, were in a deplorable condition. The long drive of -
800 or 1000 miles, during the summer wontns,had unfavorable
effecgs on meat, in particular, as wxell as on other food
products. At the post of El Paso from Octoberl, 1848, to
July 31, 1851, these goods were condemed: 3 barrels and
88 pounds of pork; 58,561 pounds of bacon; 7,088% hams;

36 barrels and 172 pounda of flour; 394 pounds of hard
bread; 3 bushels and 7 quarts of beans; 517 pounds of

rice; 98 pounds of coffes; 183 pounis of sugary 13 pounds
of oandleg; 4 quarts of salt; and 1l4 gallons of pickles.ll
However, not all of these goods had come from Missouri,

In 1851 an experiment was $tried in supylying the troops
in the soutnern part of the district from San Antonio.ls
The total coat of $§33 per nundred made it pronibitive as a
regular source of supply. The Quartermaster decided that
the Santsa Fé Trail was the ocheaper route. The continued use
of whiakey varrels in sulirping oacon and hard bread was
the cause of the Commissary General's report that flour would
be more convenient to pask and "generally preferred by the men."
A trial bhal been made in the use cf the "meat bisouit® in
the hope that it could form a part of the soliiers' rations.

But the Comuisasary General thought the reports gave "reason
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to believe that 1t cannot be usea as & substitute for toe
bulkier parts of the rations.t
Alexander Majors and J. B. Yager were the principal
gontractors in 1853.1%Ratea had inoreased to §16. In that
year, the Comuissary Depariment, pernaps mo;ed by the
humanitarian spirit as muoh as by the solentifiac, experimented
on sult cures for pork. The possibility of spoiled meat
a8 somowhat lessened when J. C. Irwin drove 3,000 cattle
down the Trall to New Mexico to be used as a sourée of fresh
meant.3® Tnhis provably did muich to solve the meat problem.
Supplies ware freighted to El Paso, Ft. Elllmore,
Albuquerque, and Ft. Unioan, directly fron Ft. Lzavenworth
in 1854. Tha ocost of tramsportation had dsoreased; but the
system of contraoting for the goods to be deliverad at
Ft. Leavenworth began to cause some trouble. The ocontraots
were given to the lowest bidder anl sere ®"let" nine months
before daliieiy. In 1850 asome had been defaulted because
of the rise in prices. In 1858 Comnigssary General George
Gibson complained that the provisions were not of & good
quality and "copgquently the deouy is greater. The con=
tragtors as a general rule are not dealers in artiocles, but
speculators, without the same inducemenis t0 produce good
articles as a regular dealer." He concluded tuat in hie
thairty=~eight years of esxperience, he had failed to find a
single beneflt to the Government in the ogontract system,

3xhilat its evekls have inoreased...."86 In 1857 no bids to
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sup ly the troops were accepted. Supplies were purchased
outright as needed.

In the freighting season of 1857 Majors and Rudaell
oontraoted to transport 5,000,000 pounds of supplies from
Ft. Leavenwvorth or Ft. Riley to Ft. Union, intermediate
points, or New Mexican posts.l7 Other contracts were wade
during the year. They virtually had a moncopoly, and were
well on their way toward becoming towsring figures among the

freighters of the Weat and Bouthwest.
On January 16, 1855, Russeil, Majors, and Waddell agread

To recgeive all supplies turned ov.r to them in 1858 and lobd,
and to deliver these goods to poats in Kiansas, New Mexico,
and tbhe Gadsden Purchase, The agprepate axh year was to pe
from 50,000 to 10,000,000 pounds. Freight charges varied from
$1.35 to $4.50 per hundred pounds per hundred miles with an
additional ten per cent for hard bread, baocon, pine lumber,
and shingles.l8 TPnis firm was the principal oontraotor in
1860 and 1861, being engaged at both ends of the teminals,
Pt. Lesvenworth and Ft. Union, in forwarding suppiles.i®

The Quartermaster Geueral in 1885 reported that hie de-
partment had no statistics to show the extent of ovarland
freighting in the number of wagons engaged. 7The total cost
of transporting stores to Ft. Union and posts in Hew Mexioo
and alonyg the Trail was $1,438,538, Wuile the polioy had
been long adopted of baving the troops as self sufficient

as possible, tue cost of grain transported to New Mexico in



that year was $697,101.80. A bushel of corm purchased at
Ft. Leavenworth and delivered at Ft. Uuion cost §9.44,.K

Two forces were at work in the first half of the decade
of the sixtise...the rallvay and the farmer. By 1865 the
lines of survey crossed tue Trall at all angles. Farmers
began to fence in their %160's%, according to “the unyielding
lines of his rectangular boundaries.® The Homestead AcCt
of 1863 made the Santa Fé Trail a meandering iine, not
following the ridges as of old, but often leading throwgh
wet, low land to avoid some farmer's corn field or shocks
of wheat,31

The railroad put an end to the Government contractor.
The Kansas Pacific pushed westward. A Government inspsctor
advised against shipping from the terminal of the railroad
in 18686, since there were no warebouses at the end of the
1ine8.%% 1In 1867 the raiiroad transported goous to Ft.
Hearken, tbus saving the coatractor 315 miles, From that
point John E. Reeside agreed to transport the storss %o
forta in Kansas, Colorado, and:}%. Union. Mitohell and
Craig freighted from Ft. Union. MNilisary posis in Arizona
required one~fourth of the total supplies oconsumed in the
Ninth Military District.8> However, some of the publio
trains came overland from Qalifornia.

When the shrill whistle of the Kansas Pascific was
heard in Denver, the death kuell of the Old Trail was sounded.
The branch south from Bent's Fort was all that was left of

the most famous trall in the Southwest. The great business
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of Government freighting was never again to be of great
importance to the!m&n withh ox tecama, Many of the oattile
were fattened and shipped baok cver‘ths road in a ;o; car
to aerve as an arsi:le of food in the Mississippl Valley.
The Trail, the unbroken pté%iea, the roving Indian became a
memory. In a few years the soldier moved to tae border,

while the Indian took up agrioulture. Tune Old West had gone.
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FOOTNOTES
Chapter IV

1 A ocomplete survey of all the forts and poste occupied,

the time of the construction and evacuatlon is given in

House Executjve Doguments, 35th Congress, 34 Session,

Vol. IX, Dogument no. 93, pp. 31~-33, Serial no. 1008,

The distribution of the troops for various years is given
in Senate Executive Doguments, 31lst Oongress, 3d Session,
Vok. 1, Part 3, Dooument no., 1, p. 110, Berial no. 587}
4ibid., 33d Oongress, 3d Session, Vol. II, Dooument no. 1,
pe« 56, Beriel no. 859; jbid., 33d Oongress, 3d Session,
Vol. II, Dooument no. 3, p. 6, Serial no. 747; ibid., 34th
Congress, 3d Session, Vol.lll, pp. 344~345, Serial no. 876;
ibid., 36th Congress, lat Session, Vol., 1I, Part 3, Doop
ument no, 3, pp. 808-607, Serial no. 1034; Housg Executive
Doguments, 40th Congress, 3d Session, Vol. II, Part 1,
Dooument no. 1, p. 40, Serial no. 1324.

3 Senute Executive Doouments, 33d Congress, lst Sesaion,
Yol. III, Dooument no. 1, p. 371, Berial no. 613.

3 Senate pxecutive Doguments, 36th Congress, lat Session,
Vol. I, Part 1, Document no. 3, p. 173, Serial no. 1033.

4 House Exegutive Dooum:pts, 31st Oongress, 34 Session,
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Vol. I, Dooument no. 1, p. 53, Serial no. 595,
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8 Misgours Republioan, September 6, 1859,
® uis oontract is given in Senate Bxeoutdve Dogumenss,
318t Congress, lst Session, Yol. VI, Document no. 438, p. 13,

Serial no. 854.

7 House Executive Documents, 30th Congress, let Seasion,

Vol. VII, Dooument no. 38, 8erial no. 576.

8 An elaborate report of freighting for the years 1850 and
1851, inocluding the dates of departure of the wagons, the
number of wagons, the number of pounds, the exact destinatio,
and the rate for each contraot id glven in a report by Assistant
Quartermaater E. A, Ogden of Ft. Leavenworth, (Octover 4,

1851) « BSee Senate Exeoutive Doouments, 33d Congress, lset

Session, Vol. I, Document.nmo. 1, Berial no. 8il.

9 7rTuis full report is given in Senate Executive Documents,

318t Congress, 3d Session, Vol. I, Document no. 1, Part 3,

8erial no. 587.

10 Ioid., 33d Congress, lat Sessiom, Vol. I, Documsnt no. 1,

S8erial no., 811, (See note no 8).
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18 gee a devalled report of the Quurteruasser General
of Hovemper 33, 1851, given in genaug Ex@uuiive Roguuments,
33d Oongress, lst Session, Vol. 1, Document uo. 1, pp.

319 et seq., Serial no. 6il.

13 Ioia., p. 336.

14  House Exeoutive Dooumsniu, 33d. Congress, lst Session,
Yol, I, Dooument no. 63, p. 33, Serial no. 731. |

15 ¥iohits Beugon, Marsh 11, 1938, as given in Tralils

Clippings, (compiled by tae State Historical Soclety of
Kansas, Topeka), Vol. II, p. 198.

16 House Exgoutiye Doguments, 334 Congress, IsTSession,
Vol. I, Part 3, Docuuwent no. i, ps 141, Serial no. 71l.

17 Houwsc kacouvive Dooumanis, 35th Congress, lst Session,
y°1' IXqDOGument DO« 57. P 8, 381‘18.1 Q. 9550

is Ipid., 358h Congress, @d Session, Vol. VII, Document
no. 5, pp. 4, 5, Serial no. 1006,
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no. 47, pp. 8:~10, 8eriai no. 1099.

30  Ipid., 39th Coagress, lst Session, Vol, III, Part i,
Document no. 1, pp. 113;,~114, Berial number 1349; also
4sbid., p. 750. Corn was sent to New Mexioco in 1863, 1884,
and 1865 becauss of a drought in some places, devastasion
from iuseots througnout the territory, and bpeocasuse of a

flood on the Rio Grande which destroyed the orops.

3l Ipid., pe 113,

32 Report of Brig. Gen. James F. Rusling in House Exeoutive
Dooumuiica, 39th Congress, 3d Session, Vol., VII, Document no.
4&. P 8“‘16' S8erial no. 1489.

35 Seneiy Esccuilve Dooumenis, 40tn Congress, 3d Session,
Vol,11, Document nc. 78, p. 8, Serial no. 1317,
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CHAPTER V.
The Rise of a Big Business,

®*Kearndy's baggage train staurted a new era in plains
freighting.... It became a matter of business, running
smoothly along familiar channels.... DBetween the Mexican
and the Civil Wars was 1ts new period of iife,.. . It was
in the fifties that overland frelghting became a great
businesas, empldying & vast outlay of capltul and greit
numbers of men ani animals, Like a tide it rose through
that decade, reaching its flood in the sixties. Tnen came
the Kansas Paocific rallroad, tarusting its steel taxfy,oles
wasﬁward from Kansas City. Ovsrland freighting with oxteams
receded as the railroad advanced. With tuis ebb tide
went the big business of frelghting.

During the last half of the decade of the forties,
Independence, Missouri, became the best wmarket for cattls,
mules,and wigons, west of St. Louis. Overland freignting
gradually fell into fewer hands, 8t. Louis, Philadelphia,
and other eastern oltles continued to be purcnasing places
for gooda.’ As the years of the fifties came, stsamers

ascended the Missouri beyond Indeypsndence to Westpors,

5.

Kansas City, ¥t. Leavenworth, and Atonisonwith goods destined

for the New Mexican trade, From these townscaravans of

prairie sonooners pullad bi; ox and mule teams, made the



monotonous journey aocross the plaﬁna on a trall which be-
came & wide, nard-beaten road.

3 Before the fifties oargoes of calioco, groceries, and
leather goods were exchanged for speocle, furs, and mules.
Muoh of the goods went to Cnihuabua, Mexico, some 50O
miles south of Santa Fé. A high ad valorem tax on goods
entering Mexico as well as the flourisning market in the
Territory of News Mexico in wnioh no duties were charged
after 1853, diecouraged the Chlihuahua trads. The develop-
ment of gold fields in Arizona and New Mexico, the flow
of Americans to these arsas, and the rapid Americaunization
of the nati ves oreated demands for a diversified supply of

goods, There waas an "unoommonly large demand® for calicoes,

bleagned domestics, and amall white hoslery. "The diminuxt1Va

obaracter of their (ihe Mexican women's) pedal extremeties
fenders a hrevalenoe of small sizes necessary.® Dealers of
bhoes also had to meedt tnis requirements Flour, whiskey,
hardware, and amaumi tion.-.packed in bomes, anJi sacks, aund
barrels....forme. the bulk of the frelght, uowever, By

1860, the Republiocan repdrted, a greater part of the spedie

had been drained from New Mexico by the demuands of ocommercs.
Mulea had ceased to be of any importance as an article of
excnange long before., After about 1858 enormous quaﬁities
of wool bepan to flow to Missouri in wugon trains waich
had neretofore rsturned empty. Goat and ebeep skins were

additional articles of import. In the year of 1859, nearly

53.
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30,000 skinas were imported into Missouri, selling at twenty-
five oents each. Dry hides, some taliow, and a few furs
csontinued to oome. Total imports in 1859 were valued at
$500,000,1

Until 1850, Independence wus the principal outfitting
place. In the first few monihs in 1849 traders were
arriving from New Mexico. The frosen suow and jagged ice
along the Trail lacerated the feet of some of the mules,
One train had been snowbound for three days. For five days
the men had existed on notbing but *an ear or two of corn."
These instances were rare merely because the overland trains
were few until June, At that time an observer said that
there was a Mexiocan invasion. "These swarthy téamstera...{
he sald, "were having a great life in bresking ‘malos',
Many who had never seen s mule professed to understand
fall about them'-—, and 4t 18 guite amuaing to see these
gentlemen undertake the taming of these animals,." Good
rmules were soarce after May, and dholera was bad. Traders
hurried out of town. Adjutant Hart, with the purpose of
settling in Chihuahua, took machinery vitn him. Carriages
for Mexioan senators, probably of Chihuaanus, were dragged
through the streets along with the caravans. The Expositor
muked: YHow they (the carriagea) will delight the belles
of Mexico,"3

The extent of trade in 1849 is diffioult to expliain,

Many merchants were reported to have failed in Santa Fé



during the winter of 1848. 7The whole oounto, agcording
to one merchant, was completely glutted and every town
overatooked with goods. He believed there were sufficient
supplies for several years to come. This sams gondition
was in existence after the arrival of the caravan in the
summer of that year. William Messervy, a merohant of
Santa Fé, warned "Introducers of naw goods® that they
were bound to lose money. OCalico sold in New Mexico for
the cost price in 8¢t. Louis. Tne high duties levied on
goods imported into Chibuahua, ranging froam sixty per cent
to thirty-three and one-tuird perocent made freighting for
that market hazardous as a profite—making enterpriass. It
was allsged that merchants lost approximately eight oonts
on every yawxd of oloth imported from Missouri.”

During the summer the plains Indians caused no great

trouble. A band of them camped on the Arkansas during most

of the freightingseason. The Government yave them $1000
worth of presents which, perhaps, kept them in a friendly
mood., Hard weather conditions were the most A stracting
elements with walcn freighters had vo dontend. James
Browne, enroute to Santa Fé in the fall, experienced a
three day snowstorm in the middile of Novewber. "The
weather was 80 intensely cold as to freeze all the oxeu
attached to the trailp, leaving the wagons standing in

the jouraada...(the Gimarrén desert souéh of the Arkansas

in the present astate of Kansag).' A few men went for aild

55.
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" while taen or fifteen stayed with the goods all winter. In
Maroh, 1850,they were seen by a passing trader., Two wagons had
besn burned for fuel in that struggle for 1life duriung the
winter.4

The greatest tragedy of the ysar was the murder of
J. M. White, his family, and & few of his employes. In the
latter part of the freighting season he started to Sante
Fo with thirteen wagone. V?rious reports aay that when
.gome of his miles became exhausted, he cached a part of his
goods, and pushed ahead. About 150 miles from Banta Fé,
Ain the area where the Apache sand Camunche nad attacked
many trains and were to attack many wmore, the bodies, ~ith
the exoeption of Mrs. White and her youngeat ohild, were
found in a mutilated condition, Merohants of Sunta Fe
were suffiolently arcused to offer $1000 reward for the
resovery of Mrs Wnite. The troops later found her but not
before ner 1ife had been taken.d

The following year, 18850, passed without great ohange.
Trade was brisk, without doubt. A fatal desease, “dry
murrain®, ocaused from drinking unwholesome water, left many
oxen along the Trail to die. The Missouri Republioap
(September 38, 1850), believed that about all trains had lost
animals. The dry season threw many wagona out of servioce,
It may have been local pride that caused the Repuplioan to
remark that Yof all the wawons taken to and from Santa Pé

This year, those only that were manufactursed in this city



57.

(st. Louis), by Mr. J. Murphy, have withstood all the
injurious effects of tha heat.* Thse Arkansas river was
belisved to have been ths loweat it nad ever been in that
particuiar season. The Indians south of the Arkaunsas were
extremely hostile. One train of Browne's was atté(ed and
ten tecamsters killed. Others were robbed and pillaged., A

correapondent of the Republican spoke of the "imbesility of

oue government (}nioé) excites the pity of our own people and
the contempt of our poor Indians.® Ft, Mann and an encamp=
mens on the upper A*kansas gave some protegtion to the
Trail north of the Arkansas.
The removal of the army depot in 1851, from Santa Fe
to Fort Union, caused the report that business was dull in
Santa Fé. Waen one hundred twenty-nine arrived it wus
belisved that there were encugh goods to last two years.
A few traders went on south to Culhuanua. The postmaster
of Santa Fe, Mr. MoKaémght, said that five hundred forty-
nine wagons conatituted the total trade for the year. These
wagons were in traine ranging from eeven to forty.s
Since the days of the Kearny mllitary goverament, -
merchants of Santa F€ had paid & licenss for transaoting
business. Much of the time an ad valorem tax on imports
had been paid in apite of great proteat. In 1853 the
latter restrdiction waa removed, thereby permitiing free
trade for praotically the first time since overland commerce

began in 1833.7 Trade with Mexico decreased because of
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the high duties levied ut Pasoc del Horte (El Puso). Tae
faiiure of orops along the Rio Grande prostrated trade in
that reglon until 1854.

Independence sontinufsd to share the overland trade
with Westport in the early 50's, but acocording to the
Migsouzrl Raruplican a greater amount continued to leave
Independence. PFarmers devoted themselves to stook ralsing
and "enriched themselves by their respeotive avooations."
Beck and Giduingg,ranchers of MNew Mexico took 1,100 aheep
to their ranch on the Pecoa river to wake the first attempt
to improve the shesp of the territory.

The treaty of Atonison was «d gned with the Odimnche,
Kiona, Cueyenme, Arapahbo, and Apache in 1853, Tne great
ohief 'Seianta', riding in nis iitvle riokety covered
wagon drawn by long tailed, long maned Spauish mules,
pledged to exohange good behavior and the inviolablility
of the plains $raffio for "atrips of red calico, red
'~ blankets, red beads, ocopper kettles, butoher knives, and
hatonets (but no gune).® But *Irresponsible Indiansand
evil wihitemen soon violated svery pledge m&de.'8

8mall pox and Indians mads freighting hazardous in
1854, Insolent Indians accosted many trains begplng for
®"wsnish, shug, and back®™. They were inveterate thieves,
and this often led to casualties. Some traders formed
bands 30 as to oppoae them effeotiveiy. In some cases

the Indians were quite euger to trade. One old freiguter
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believed that bri.ht silks attracted them as strongly as
soalps.

The year of 1855 was one of the wettest aeasons in the
memory of the oldest inhabitants. Business was poor, and
money was sgsaroe, ;ansaa wad in 2 stats of turmoil. In
1856 the passion aroused over thoe state of Kansas played
havoo with ths Santa Fé freighting. Trade on the Missouri
river was reported to be dead., Some of the steamers went
elsewnere since ®passengers were fow...and freignts (were)
comparatively unknown." Weatport merohants compiained that
they had no business. There was no demand for horses, cattle,
or wagons. By the latter part of April only Mexican trains
had departed for Banta Fe. A spaoial oorrespondent of the
New York Tribune wrote tunat the warehouse of Russell, Majors,
and Waddell in Leavensorth, was a raselling swop for rifies,
stores, and agricultural implements whioh nad been stolen
from Free State emigrants.? Abolitionists attacked trains
starting from Kaasas Oity or Westport, the two oities pre-
sumed to be proslavery in sentiment. Col, 8. L. MoKinney lost
about 60 cattle and 10 wagons,including the contents,to a

band under Captain Qutter. According to the Evening News,

the men were well treated and upon release were givsen a wagon
and six oxen,10

A dry season and begginglndians caused difficulties of
a nature siightly less dangerous than the Abolitionists.

Many wagons bad to tura off the Trail for miles in order
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that grass could be found for the oxen. The Rgpupiicap
belleved that "soarcely a train orosases the plaiuns,..but
which...has to pay tribute for the sake of passing through
(tbhe Indian country) vithout..being killed." This paper
stated that each train bhad bsen compelled to give $300 or
$300 worth of goods as bribes %o the Indiana.

The Kansas Weekly Herald (Leavenworth, Kansas), proudly

stated on August 8, 1857, that the Santa Fé trade was not
*pining® away, but instead the Trall w#us one great bustle
for nearly 800 miles, "almost lined with #agons, stvock, and
aorsemen." Indlans above the Arkansas were harassing buoggars,
demanding "ox%, "shug®, and "tobao® as freguently as ever
before. B8ome tradere, to show & complete lack of suspicion,
did not arm their trains. Kansas troope were recalled from
the frountier posts., Wuen a gre.t numover of Indians surrounied
J. C. Hall and his train, demanding “ox", ne pointed to

Pt. Larned in the distance. They spowed their insolenoce,
ascoording to Hall, by replying "fort! Dam! 40 men." One

of thewm stayed for a meal with the train, and was a guest of
eigont different messes withoul ssrious injury to himself,

Tne oharacter of the trade cnanged in 1857.%1 Maoninery
for gold mines; such as grushing mwaohines, was sent frowm the
Statea. Wooden pegs continued to take the place of nalls in
the many new bulldings in the territory. But im that year
the first American ocaravan loaded with wool arrived in

Miseouri. The previous ysar Mexicans had tried that business



bustled with business, Tne ¥estport Border 8t¢ar proudly

wrote that the "Mexioan traine and traders are arriving
daily with gold, silver, furs, pelts, wool. At Bernard

& Co's we see a pile of silver rooks...At the same pluce...
a piece of pure gold (from Mexican mines, not from Pikes
Peak) as large as an apple dumpling...' The struets

ware orowded with wigons trains. "Sometime 1t wasa
difficult to tread ons's way across the strsets on acocount
of the bloockade of wagons, mles, oattle, bales, boxes,
8to." wrote a correspondent of the Bgpupljioan. Among the
exports he noticed a "patent reapsr, and mowsr, & slcam
engine and boiler, together w#ith all the maghinery necsessary
for a new flouring aill at Alouguergue.® By July 15,

the astreets were aguain quiet, “the merohani trains having
all departed, and the laat hunter, pebn, and greaser have
laft..."

The trade in 1859 was believel by one contemporary
writer to be $10,000,000 annually. Between March 1 and
July 31, the Missourji Rgrubiiocan, perhaps quoting S. M.

Haﬁ% and Company, reported shat 3,300 men, 1,870 wagons,
840 horaes, 4,000 mules, 15,000 oxan, 73 carrisges, and
over 1,800 tons of freight left for New Mexico, These
figurce were exclusive of gold seekers who "were too nune

6
erous to count." 1 //'
The Civil War affected the trade to some extent. Trude

from K.nesas City and Westport prsotically ceased, aocording

to

GL.
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on a limited soale. Wool wus a resource that had been
undiscovered until this year. In 1850 New Mexico had
377,000 ahesp. Gremt herde bhad been driven to Ohibuasua,
and some to O%lifornia, %0 be marketed for the carcasees,
Now thle source of wsalth could be utilized, ani empty
wagons could be filled in returning from New Mexioo.

Santa Fe merchants suffered much from early storme as
they oame to the atates in the early Spring of 1858. Cel.
8t. Vrain hai thirty animals frozen in one night. Other
freightere asuffered similar lossees. The ilmportation of
wool rose $0 unparalleled heights. ESheep, in being driven
from the mountaln valleys to the haclendas of the propristors
in the Bpring, lost meh wool on the prickly bushes and
brancnes through whioh they passed. Tone Kansus Sitv Journsl
bellsved that one large herd often loat from 1000 to 3000
pounds in a single drive. Shesnring was unkasown, but peons,
eagers to earn an extra peuny, armed themadslves wiih & suok,
picked the wool as 1f At were cotton, and sold it for a
trifling sum to freightere. Some of the propritors weloomed
freighters to the ficeses L f thsey would shear the sheep. The
deurnal estimated that fleeces could be shesred for two
cents per pound, freighted to Kansas City for three or four
oents per pound, #nd snlipped to 8t, Loule for less than one
cent, Thus it aggued. that the sool business gave indiocagion
of a profitable future,

8. M. Hayes and Company, losated on the Trail at



el o adaciil

63.

Council Grove, Kansaa, kept a reglatry of those engaged
in the 3asnta Fé trade. In 1858 they recorded 3440 men,
1837 wagons, 439 horases, 15,714 oxen, 5318 mules, 67 carriages,
and 9,608 tona of goods, They satimuted the total capival
invested to be $4,837,300., If ma.,oma were indcluded the
satoundiing sum of $3,500,000 was spent in tLis Lrade in thay
year; or eacugh, they said, to bulld 350 miles of rallroal
at $10,000 per mile, The oash re.ister of tuis firm showed
receipss in gold and siiver for 1,600 in one day of tnat
busy season, Proul oitizens believed that "'C. G.' has a
future that no other town off the Missouri river can ever
hope to have in Kansas,®l3d

An o0ld pionesr remembered aomé ysars later that on a
oertain day in May, 1858, the entire quarter sestion of land
at Lone Elm, Kansas, was ooveréd #ith wagons., The wagons
coamenced to pull out at twelve o'clock at night ani the
last train did not peas him before four c'clock in the
afterncon.2?® fThese wagone dissrivuted gooda in New Mexioo,
Chihuanua, Arizona, and Colorado.l®The legislature of
New Mexioo raﬁsed the license fes regquired for mercnants,
which wus the only source of revemue, hoping t¢ liguidate
a debt of nearly $10,000 in a year or so! But this did
not materially diacouiage traffic in the Tradl, nor  iid tne
abolitionists who, 3o the Repuuidcul believed, aurrounded
trains because of nunger.

Before the grass in 1858 was at any hsignt, Westport
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to W. R. Bernard, a merchant of Westport. Uities farther
north on the river beoame 8 afer starting places. The sus-
peoting slavery sentiment of Kansas City brought upon
waéon trains starting from tnere the wratn of Kansas
abolitioniste. Wallace Law, a contbmporary, said that
trains starting fron Ft. Leaveaworth were never meleatad.l7
The Staote Regord (Topeka) reported the largest return
train of the s.asont 37 wagons extendiug for over a wmile,
bringing 50,000 pounds of wool from New Mexico. S. M,
gayes and Comyany gave the total of the asc@son: ©984 aen,
3170 wugons, 464 horses, 5,003 mules, 17,836 oxen, 76
carrisges, and 80,000 tons of frsight.la

Tae wool orop of iB6QO was unprecedented. One firm
in Tecolati had contracted for 150,000 fleeces. SBuearing
sneep had bsoome quite common. Provisions were scuarce in
Santa Féflour sold for $1¢ per hundred pounds, and other
articles sold in proportion. . lInilan hostilities continued
in aspite of the groat hordes of men and beasts whioh poured
acrogs the countineunt. Tune race of Governor Willism Gilpin
of Colorado, with a force of infantry and cavalry, alded in
driving the Gonfederates out of northern New Mexico before
the arrival of the annual oaravan. H. L. Duffus says that
the Ciwmarron route, or tue snort out Aorosa the headwaters
of the Cimarron river wis abapioned entirely during the

war because of the fsar of Confederates and the ever
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present Apaohe.lgs. M. Hayes aud Coupany reported that
pusiness was paralyzed during tue last of tne year, but the
Medcan teamsters going castward in the Spring hau been
"thiok as loocusis.®
In 1863 the Qgggg;&,gﬁgg‘gggga reportéd tuat wore
than 3,000 wagons, 618 horses, 30,813 oxen, 6,406 mules,
96 curriages, ani 3,730 men made thelr way over tuae old
Traii to iue Southwe.t. The business uad growm $o amazing
proportious, for now ovser 10,000 tous of freignht valued
at $40,000,000 constituted the ourgo.39 |
It was "flush times®™ in Gounocil Grove in 1864. H.
M. Simcox of that villis e gave ths following register of
tog traffiot 3,000 wagons, 618 norses, 30,818 oxen,
8,046 mules, 96 carriages, 3,013 men and 15,000 tons of

meronandiae.zl

Tone Kansas Tribupe (Lawrence), complained of & great
amount of pillaging and robbery ou the Trail in that yuar.
*Busikwhacsers and Toiseves wave joined tuemselves in trains
in disguise,® it sald, "palwinyg themselves off as balouging
to tuese utraing, for the purpose of spylng out & good show
for stealing. Then toey ssunter back in smill sguads and
sommit their depredations.® Col. Milton Moore, wio wis a
Santa Fe frelghtser in hie youth, sald that after the commence-
ment of the Indian war on the upper Arkansas in 1884, ocaravans

were not permiited to proceed west of Ft. Larned unless thoy
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were in groups of 100 men or wre.33

The Arkanses Indians were on the warpati in 1865,
H, W, Jones says that they attacked every train that
erossei the plains. His train prod@&ei varough the indian
gountry in two columms side oy eide. At Ft. Larued they
were atopped for a few days. When they started from that
fort, 1,000 wagons made up the enormous train. An escort
of troops accompanied them from Ft. Dodge to B¥nts' Fors,
but 3id not prevent Indian attacks. C. H, ®Whittington wrote
to the Eaporia Hess tuat the foliowing nhal cocrossed the
Osags bri.ige at 143 creek between May 13 and July 13, 1865:
3,188 wagons, 3,683 men, 736 norses, 3,904 mules, 15,855
oxen, 56 ocarriages, ani 10,489,300 pounds of fraignt.aa

On Feoruary BB,.iﬁﬁﬁ, Ft. Riley anu Ft. bLarued were
designated as the rendezvous for trains for'ﬂew Mexioco.
Trains were compelled to organize for defsnse, arm thew-
selves properly, and suomit v¢ the ragulatiouns laid down
by the captain of the traln, before they would be permitted
to enter the Indian country. No train consistiosg of less
that twenty wagons and thirty armed men was allowed to leave

toe forta.a4

Col. J. F. Meline toured the plains sith & troop of
cavalry in 1868, His joﬁrnal rascords that he passed great
numcers of ox teams. For the season he ssiimuted that bLew-
tween 5,000 and 6,000 would pass over tne Trail. "The trains

are remarkable,® he wrote, "saca wagon team ccnsisting of



ten yokes of fine oxsn, seleoted ani arranged not only for
drawing out for pictoral effect, in asets of twenty, eitner
ali black, all white, all spoited or otherwise marked

uni formly." '

In that eventful year the Kansas Pacifioc pusoed weste
ward. Wnere oxtemms were ouoe counted by the thousandis,
regretfully said the Junction City Union (August, 1867),
"the shriek of the iron horse has silended the lowing of
the panting ox andt the old trail looks desolate.® Hordes
of cattle began to pour from the ranges of Texas to be
sbhipped sastward over tue Kansas Pacifio, As the traffic
grew the ralircad extended farther. Traie continued from
the end of the fails. In 187" Las Animas, Colorado, was
the'Kaneuss City® of a decade before. Trne old and the new
wers in a death confiloct. Desting settled down on the 0ld
Traiil. The OX team maie way for tne iron horse, and with

the ox team went a bilg business, In the decade of 1860~

1870, the number of oxen deoreased 41% in the United States.

Thie industry of suppiying the traiers w»ith cattle nad
enricpned the country'&djaaanc to the Missouri. Before the
Mexican War, and haeuoe pefore the rise of the bDig business
of freighting, the peo,ie of New Mexico couli buy but a few

things. Sugar ad coffee to them were praotically unkunowu,

Calico hadt sold for fifty cents per yard, whidh wua more .han

moat women oould carn in a week., A oloth of hairy wool was

é67.



PRI

used ocut "even tnls could not conceal the grace that had
gurvived the wreok of so many noble gifte."® Indians géve
way (o wnite men as had the Mexioans. The Gommissioner of
Indian affairs said that it was of no regret that aso much of
the Unlted States had been wrsete& from the original
inhabitants and "made the happy abode of an emlightened and
Christian people.®

The Trail had been sliihtly traced by the pask mles
of several traders and adventurers between 1805 and 1633,
The Spanish discouraged traie by imprisonment. ‘Oné yoear
after the Mexican revolution in 1831, Captain William
B3 knell led the firet wagon train acroes the plains o
Santa Pé. The oaravans inorsased in size in the next de-
oade, The ruts wera decpened and the road wideaned by Army
of the West in 1846, The trains of the @ vernm.nt contruotor
and the forwarding merchant ran the road incesssntly in the
fifties and early sixties..until the preins Kansas Pacific
nosed its way acroas the plsins. Tyo confiicts tore the 01d
Trail, but a spasmodiio Indian war, ariving snow storms, the
intense heat, inscote, thirst, and loneliness ravaged the
arumy of traders. The soldliers of.tha CeYavanS were 58
1rreé§1ble as & glaoiér, élmqat a9 slow, and perbaps as
important in the affairs of man. They were the worksra
at a "vast roariug loom on whioch was woven tne fabric of

modern Amariosa,"
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FOOTNOTES
On&p ter v .

1 Kaoess Citv Suax, April 5, 1908, found in a volume of

IrallsCliprings, p. 187, in the Kansas State Historical
Society., An excellent artiocle on the trade in general,

*The Great Overland Trade with New Mexico", appeared in

the Jopeka State Record, October 18, 1880, whioh 1s quoted
from the S%. Louis Republican.

3 Missouri Repuglioan, June 3; Sk. Louis Reveiiig, Juae 33,
1849.

3 Missourd Republican, Felruary 16, August 35, and September,

4 Missouri Commouwgaldth, quoted in Rovellle, January 31 and
April 34, 1850.

5 For various reports see the Reygiile, December 8, 1849,
February 11 and May 8, 1850,

6 For this account and reporis whion seem to vary somewhat

see tne Missouri Republican, September 8, August 18, Septemover
28, and July 8, 1850,

7 H. H. Banoroft, Arizons apnd Mow Mexioo, (San Framoisco, 1890),



p. 844; Sepate Doguments, 34th Congress, 3d Seasion, Vol.
XIII, part 4, p. 536, Berial wumber 83l.

® midoursa Bedoon, Maroh 11, 1938, quoted in Iredds Clicuings,
Vol. 3. P i98.

9 Nez York Iripuag, July 17, 1856,

10 Kapsos Feekly Hgrald, Septemver 13, 1858; Ngw York Iribune,
September 16, 1856, gquoting the Evenipg Hgvs; also History
of gacksop Cownty, Misgsouri, (St. Louie,188l1).

il That statement is based upon information irom the Kansas
Irxibuge, April 6, 1857; Missourd Republicen, Muroh 28, 1857;
History of Juckson Cowavy, Missourds (8t. Louis, 1881), p. 434;

and Cbarles P. Deatherags, Eakiy Hisiorv of Greaver Kapgae
City (Kansas City, 1937), Vol. 1, p. 488,

13 5 full account of the new wool business is given in the

Kaggag Cisy Journal, quoted in the Migsourd Regublicap,
Degember 17, 1858,

13 These statistiocs are pested in the copy of John Maloy's,

History of Morris County, Kangas, 1830 %o 1880, wnioh is inm
the Kansas State Historicul Bociety.
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14 Iransacticus of we Kensas Hiatoricul Sociey, Vol.XI,
p. 457, "The Santa Fét'rrail in Johnson County, Kansas."

Mr., Ainsworth gave an address at the dedication of the Trail
marker at Lone Elm, Kansas, November 9, 1908. This statement

is one of his reminiscences as given in his apeeoh.

15 A correspondent of the Migsouri Recrublicum, (October
31, 1858) made this statement in a letter from Sunta Fe,

September 33, 1858.
16  Misgouri Republigan, August 15, 1857,

17 Eapsas Qity Journal, Maron 10, 1905, given in Iraiis
Slicpingg, p. 61.

18 ropeks State Record, Septemver 39, 1860,

19 Rovert L. Duffus, lug Sapti ¥é Irald (London, New York,
and Toronto, 1930), p. 347,

30 gownoil Grove Press, June 15, 1863,

31 These figures are given by Joan Maloy in his History of
Morrip Qounty, Kausas, 1820 to 18UQ.

23 gapsas Triouue. (Lawrence), Maroh 34, 1864; Kupsag CiSy



Jdournal Posy, Septsmber 6, 18435,

83 Jonn Maloy, Op. Sit.

34 Raymond Welty gives tois military order in full in his

Moestorn Army Frounsier, 1860-1870, (Doctor's thesis, University
of Iowa, 1834), Appendix IV, pp. 393=~397.
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CHAPTER VI

Wharves, Warehouses, and Freighters.

The sprawling river town of Booneville, Missouri, was
the eastern terminal of the Santa Fé Trail when overland
freighting was in ite infancy. In the sarly foriies
Independence, just a few miles up vhe river, became ithe
intermediary of steamboat and wagon traffic. It enjoyed
this position until 1850 without cloase rivals., Then Weste
port and Kansas QOity, Missouri, and Ft. Leavenworth and
Atonison, Kansas, had their turn or shared the trade. As the
Kansusg Puolfic ralliroad extended weatward through Kansas, the
Trail shrank. River tosns were superseded by Topeka, Junction
City, and Hayea City. Kit Carson and Las Animas, Colorado,
ware the la3t of the prairie settlements from whioch wagons
pulled for New Mexico. The wharf and the warenouse geased
0 be.

By 1837 and 1838 many of the Sante Fé traders (thers
were 100 wagons in 1838) had their goods shipped to Blue
Mills Landing, a good dook about six nmiles Delow Independence.
This new metropolis, angling for a landing place closer to
the townsite wbioh was four miles south of the Missouri,
paved the river front at Wayne City, or Independeunce Landing.
This was d3oser to Independence by tvo miles, but bullwhaokers

dlsregarded the distance, and continued to use Blue Mill3.3

Francis Parkman came up the river on the steamer “RHodnor"

in 1348, "In her oabin 7ere Santa Fé traders, gamblera,
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spectators...On the muddy shore (@t Independence Landing)
stood some 30 or 40 dark slavish~looking Spaniards...'3
Various freighters had stores in Independence wnioh gerved

as outfitiing placea for the New Mexican trade and for the
emi grants who swarmed the streets. The §t. Louis Reveille
wrote that the streets were thronged witu emiyrants, “and
they all appear to be in fine epirits, (and freguently fine
spirite in them)..." Gambling was & businesa and several
housaes stook as evidence of this rising profession. The
bullwbacker, a3 he jostled along in the orowd, frequented
these plavcea,®,..the wuaic of jingling coin attractis ble

ear and inolines him...to venture in. To make the thing
more attractive and seduoing, at e2ach table will be found some
honsst looking "better® who wins heavily...and daily and
hourly you oan near reports...of such an cne (sic) beating
they?ank out of six hundredor one thousand dollars. Tiais
neévy winner, " explains the Republican, "is a 'quiet partner’,
and his suocess is a balt to otnera....(}here 1i) no secrecy
about this show——it 18 boldly opened to all." Brawls often
resulted, but this writer believed that %a great majority
often result in'gaasing‘." In splte of this an old pioneer
was led to remark that times "were so nousst...tuat the sagks
(of specie from New Mexicg) were left on the sidewalk until
morning cawe, (Thsere wad) no ascount of the disturbance of

a single sack."
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In 1850 Independence had thirvy-five or forty grocery,
hardware, and dry goods stores, three saddlery establishments,
two bakeries, twyo gunsmithe, two tinsoops, several wagonv‘and
carriage manufastursers keeping forty or fifty forges in
operation, tbhree hotels, and many nastily erected boarding
houess; these made Iadependence appear as & metropolis.d A
ferry brought customers from a0ros8® the river. Carts and wigons
met the steamers at the landf&&ni freighted tone goods to the
merchants' warzhouses wMithin the oity. The old vlagkssdth
shop, a low, squat, brick building atv the ocorner of Liberty and
Kangaa strewts, became a battlesgarred inatitution, Robert
Wesson, toe "imperturbaonle, %"who staysd at bhis anvil during
the fever of gold and freighting, pounded out shoes for oxznm,
and oullt wagons. In 1853 his extensive business made another
builiing neoessary. A writer for the Reveliig did not nave
falth ic the Independence wagons. Theay #ere of unseasoned
wood and of inferior quality, be baelieved, for "mors théﬁ once
have I seen waigons lying with one whsecl crushed...on the road
betwsen my lodgings and town., " Colopnel Henry Inmsn said that
Hiram Young, a colored saithy, mads gli the ox yokes for the
traffic as well as some of tha wagoas.

Cholera appeared in Independencs in 1849, and "“atrests
and business houses, w#which have Deen all animation and bustle,
nov present a desolate appearacse...® "It is sawful times"
became common purlance wahen fifty-four peoyple died in one week

in May. This fatal déseuse appeared again in 1851 and 1853.6
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However, trade oontinued from Independence until aoout 1854,
By 1853 a railroad exteniing from the river hadl dispensed with
the draymen; some streets were aacadamized, and general im~
provements hal been made. But the neyday wus over. It had
been proud of Lits prominence. Wnen the tosn #as incorporated,
the seal devised was the prairie schooner “proudly starting...
aoross the plains.® It resigned its fate to Westport.

At the bend of the Misgsouri river, bast of the mounth of
the Kangsas or Kaw river sprang up two aettlements destined
to be the gems of the prairies—Kunsus City and Weatport.
Betwesan the river and the prairies is a narrow belt of land,.
Toners im some cottonwoods, nins miles from Independeunce, and
four miles from the moutn of the Kunsas, arose the village of
Westport. Goods aad been landed there for the pl&ins or New
Mexioo since 1833, In 1844 one mercnant tried to start a
Jobbing traie taere. Steamboats bean Lo land with goods for
traders. In the spring of 1846, Westport "waa full of Indiunas,
whose little shaggpy ponies were tied oy dozens along the
houses and fences. BSacs and Foxes, with shaved heads and
painted faces, Snawmees and Delawures, fluttering in ocalico
frocks ani turoans, Wyaniots dressed like white, and a few
wrotoned Kanszas srapped in old vlankets, were strolling about

the streets, or lounging in and out of the shops and houses.*8
Boone and Berm.rd looated thelr general store there in 1848,

Harness, saddle, and w gons ehops sprang uyp like mushroois.

Two or more firma engaged solely in maling ox yokes and bows.
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Westport Avenue pecame filled with outfitting houses. Droves
of horses, mles, and oxen w:re herded through the strests to
be disposed of to the highest bidder. Independence nad pald
tue price by the early fifties, and wus Deing releguated to
seoond or third plavce as an outfitting town for private

freigntera. Cholera deaolated Westport as it 41d other setila-

ments in 1849, 1851, 1853. The ¢holera epidemic in Independence

ocannot have besen a oause for the shift furtner west in 1850, as
has oeen alieged., 0la freign.ers give several reasons for tone
onange. The Big Blue river, flowving into the Missouri cetween
Weatport and Independence, freqguently oaused delays becsuse of
high water. ~The Big Blue hill was difficult for an ox team to
asoend when pulling & loaded wagon.. The eoonowmy of time ad
distance, since Independence was nine miles wesy of Westpors,
wa3 another reason. Some belicved that the rioh prairies near
the bend of the Migsouri afforded superior accomodations for
the care of the cattle while frelghters awaltsd t(nz arryval of
the goods.9 Many wagons still loaded at Independsice in the
first few yeara of the fifties, but Westport hal the vulk of
the trade by 1854. Kunsas COity pnad begun 1ts commeroial
groyth by the mdddle of the decude. In the spring of 1552
Mexican trains wvere reported to be arriving dailly, and were
"beyond any calculation®. Agriocultural fwmplements, tocls,

and domestic utensils were manufactured there and shipped to

a growing aurket. By July 15, about 144 trains of 1738 wagons
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nad left for Hew Mexico.1V

But Kansas City andi Ft. Leavenworth were terminals of
many freighters. The former had started as a trading post
wnere 8 little "trugk and dicker vrage® was oarried on vith
the Indianas, and shere ® little bad whiskey®" was sold. In
1844, one year afier the closing of the Mexican ports Dy
President Santa Anna, Col, #illiam Coick built a wsurehouse
south of the Kansas river. Boone and Hamilton, merchants,
poosted the new town in the Repuplicapon March 13, 1l849. The
advertisement #aid "...you are within ons-half mile of prairie
where, in the summer, the range 1s inexhausiole, water and wood
convenient, proiuce as cheap and plenty as any other part you
can name, witn a good hotel, and fsre cheap. We have warehouses,
one kept by P. M. Choutcaw, and the oth.r by Mr. Chiok, and
good haocks running daily and hourly from the laniing plaoaa.'ll
Emigrante andi bullwhackers gave tne town a distinot tang. The
old Gillis House on the levee, erected in 1848, was well supplled
vith balconies, ana bore an air of thrift whioh maic it famous
in the West. Here Santa Fé traders caught & hasty glimpese of
civilization while cutfitting for their arduous 800 miles
aoross the pleins. The meals aerved in this House cauvsasd Colonel
Fostar to rem-rk sorrowfully that he may have eaten a worse
m:al, out since he had a poor memory he could not remeumber,where
it was, When he landed on the levee, a hoteQ.runner ran with

his baggage, and "1 f one wunted 1%, (one) hau to follow,*
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Tuere wis no police aystem as late as 1808, only a civy
marshal. 8ince, aosording to Fostar, "never a boat cams in
that there wasn't a fight...", tuis marshal aad plenty to do.l3

Kausasg City oved tne prominence waich it had gained by 1855
to its natural lavee. A great viuff covsred with trees over-
looked the Missouri near the mouth of the Kansas., DBetween
the bluff and the river was a narrow ledge, or a landing place.
Along this natural levee the first business housss wers built.

A deep ravine made & good road dosn to the river., Tahe river
was the ocenter of atiraction. Steambosats were constantly
arriving and depsarting in the warm summer months. About

sixty steamers plied regularfly between Kansas Citly and S5t.
Louls, and sowe thirty or forty wade frequent trips. In

1859 739 boats launded cargoes on the narrow ledge. KEvery ooat
was koown by its whistle to tuose wiho frequenied the river.
Trim vaptains were often supped by ousiness umen. The gourtesy
of frae trausit was extsnded in return, Dunses were a nightly
ovcurrsuce, maint melodies floated through the sultry night
air of the Missouri river bottom, played by an orchestra
compesad of n2gro walters, barvers, and da0k nands.lg‘

The wharf-master wze ong of the moat Lmportant officials
of K:snaays City. A oity ordinapnce defined bie duties: *To
direct luading and staticning of all wztier cgraft...and the...
removal,..of oargo...; $t0 superintend arrangsmsnt of mar-
chandise and mrtariala for repair on the river bank...; to

keep whsrf and river free from...obstruotion; to keep in repair
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the ring bolts and posts provided for fastening Loats and
veasells (810); to regulate and conirol all vehicles traver-
sing the sarf......} to reglster date of arrival and departure
of water oraft,...all boats shall pay 35'wn&rf&ae...wuarf*
maater shall agave powar...to make arrssts for any breash of

the ordinances ...and...a3n8ll recgive the saume fee sd the Oolty
maraball(sig) .44

This pioturesque Kansas City of the 50's, witn a rw of
business housss along the levee and & few houses whioch "stood
trembling on the verge of high hills, ® sent nunéreds of #agons
t0 the plaius and to New Mexico. B8ix hundred left for the
West in 1650. Ten years luter 3,035 filed out of the ravine
leading from the levee.® One man saw trenty oxen straining
to get a loaded wagon up the hill. Wnarf life wus a busy life
in tnose days. Goods from hundreds of gteamers w;;e transferred
to the warehousae, only to be moved agaln as & lumbering sohooner
oresakal up to the losading place, The wharf-mastsr must nave
biustered, and bawled more vooiferously, the levee uands
echoed more loudly, ®"On me,"* "On you," as the hzavy ocags
were swung from arm o sn@u}dar.

Ft. Lsavenworth, on the west side of the Missouri about
thirty wiles svove the Kausas river, wa. Jusat anotoer fort
until tne Mexiocan war. During the war all wigon trains with
provisions for the drmy of the Weat were loaied here. Az

the forus malviplied in the 50's, tha @overnmznt contraotor
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with his many animuls and eusployees made the forv and the
settlement of L avenworth assume the coarscteristics of frontier
citiea. Before 1850 there w.s no landing or warehouse ut the
fort. Tue loss of Government property through exposure to
the weather and “depredations of asoldiers"™ resulted in tpne
gconstruction of & three story wurehouse. Waigons were loaﬁed‘
from the upper story on the side opposite the river, while
the ateamsrs unloaded to tne lowsr story on the other alde.
Another warehouse, a wagon shed, and two corm :ribs weroe srected
in the same year.ls
Russell, Majors, and Waddell, towering figurss in the
transportation of Government suores to the West, made thelr
hesdquarters in Leavenworth City in 1855.17 8uops and stores
s Herald aad |

been pleading for a "Saddler, Shoemzker, Tallor", and other

were erected, One year before, the

artisans. The wharf was vying with “busy olties of the West,
and plles of merohandise have landed here that would astonisn
the beholder of towns grown gray with years.® The Herald
proudly exclaimed ip 1855: ®Here where eight months ago was

a sgene of wild and unimproved land, stanas Leavenworth...

600 or 8GO0 souls,...Qur streets are taronged w¥ith ~agons and
men.,..levee ousiness ig not second to that of any towmn in
Misaouri.® In 1857 four boats were arriving daily at the levee
with goods for emlgrants and fraighters.la It is not to De

inferred that Leavenworth City was masde by Ssuta Fé freigating.
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Private freighters saw no advantages in taking the branca of
the Treil whioh extended northward from various poiats on the
Kansas riv.r, The road was raugn, and the distance was grexter.
However, s<ne Government freightvers nad to do it of necessity,
with the excspiion of one or iwo yours shen Kansas Cltyws
used as & Governwment depot for goods bound for New uaxioo.lg

Fort Lesvenworth throve us it enjoyed the monoﬁoly of
public waihouaing. One residesnt, with vivic pride, wrote
that the peiznboring inhsbitants ahould ba thankful for the
favor conferrsd upon them by tho Government--fapecia is put
in circulation, snd a corrssponding activity prciuoed in all
branshes of industry on account of fitting out the big trains...
(3n July, 1853)...eager orowde, sous bringing in horses and
mules for sale, some gecking employment, aom2 gsetiling acosounts,
all awsiting their turn to enter within tne clerk's building®
throngsed the streets of Ft. Leavenrorth. "Teamaters, wagon—-
masvers, master jeohanics, comiractors, stock dealers, and
1.-borers, are all turown 1Lto oue prouisoucus jumole, and the
office przsents & mctley, yet, busy andg incerzsting aprearance,
All this excitement is helghtened by the Sonsvant arrival and
departure of muls expresszs...the jaded mule of the exyress
rider is soon surrounied by & surious crowd.® Thus did the
Rerundivon pioture the fort in 1458 ,40

BrigaiiervGeneral James §F. Rusling gave a detalled report

of the fort in 1886, The farm had groman to0 6,840 acres.
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Loocatad at the north end of the traot were quarters andi barracks
for nearly three full regiments, stablsa for 1300 animals, Dew
sides corrals, storaye houses, aud forwge sheds., A force of
631 men and several hundred nmulaes gave assistance in laniing of
the provisions at the leves and in loading for the plaina.gl

Up the river a fes miles Atohison City, Kansas, struggled
for ner sbare of the trais to New Mexico as she hal for the
Great Plains trade. The Wgeklvy CShawpion of that City (June 3,
1860), reﬁorted that he.vily-loaded wool trains from New Mexico
had recently arrived, anl thut muoh outfitting was being done
for the same territory. This paper sald tnat Topeka, Kansas,
being loocated on the Kansas rivsr and in direot line of travel
to New Mexico, offered the best faollities for crossinyg the
Kansas of any place on the river, One year later it was reported
that traius were leaving daily for New Mexico, Coloraic, and
Utah.33 |

Topeka tried to get the New Mexico trade after 1859. The
Bzatve Record (Topeka), pointed out the vast unoocupied Indian
reservition oapable of pasturing four times as many animals as
wera employed in the frelghting pusiness.® Tae next year
several Santa Fé freighters expressed willingness to start from
there a3 soon as they could be supplied +vith goods. But the
Kausas Pregs (Counocil Grove), chided them that there were not
enough goods in Topeka to "half load one of these w#agons...Get

more goods, gentlemen, then aivertise them i1f you want traae.“34
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As the warehouses and wharves gave charagter to tuese
river towng, great frelghting firms and werchants becawme
known far ani wide. In 1880 Bernard andACompany, Strest and
Baker, George D. Vogelsong, Thomas H. Rosssr, and €nild,
Hayes, and ocompauny wers doing a gr:at wholesale business in
Wastport. The New Mexioco trade ip Kansas City was coantrolled
by J.. 8. Ohiok and Company, wholesale dealers in provisions,
J. and P. Sgannon and Coupany, wholesale dealers in dry gools,
William A, Chiok and Cospany, coumission, storage, ani for-
warding werchants, MoCarty and Barkley, comﬁissﬁon, storage
and forwarding merchants, and C. E. K arney (late of Bernard
and Company of West. ort), woolesale grocer and commission
merohant. The St. Louis firms of R. Campbell and Company,
Voorhees, Hsllmers, ana Company, Wise, Jinger and Coupany,
and Crow, MoCrery, and Company, supplied most of the dry
goodis. The hurdware business was praciically wmonopolized
by Msssrs. Cnilds, Pratt, and Company. Glasgos and Brother,
and Erfort anud Peitring snjoyed the profits of a flourisuing
lhquor and groosry business. OClothing was suppiied by the
firms of Martin Broianers and Young Brothers., Wolff and
Hoppe s0ld notions to New Mexico fraignters.as

Many of the merchants had thelr own trains, but a
numbser employed the freighting firms. Tne teams of both
usually wintered in New Mexico where the posturage was as

004 aa in summer. The names of Russsll, Majors, and Wadiall,
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Irwin Jackson and Company, Moore and Company, Parker and
Company, Stuart Sleemons and Company, Don Jose Chavez, Dom
Miguel Otero, Col. 8t. Vrain, Armdjo Brothers, and a number
of smaller freighters make an imposing rollcoall of the
freighters engaged on the Santa Pé Trail. The greatest of
them all wa. the firm of Russell, Majors, and Waddell. In
1848 Alexander Majors had begun freighting on the Trail with
six teams. Seven years lzater he formed a partnersaip with
William H. Ruesell. The next year fhe firm's name was ochanged
to Russell, Majors and Waddell. Government frelghting to
New Mexioco forts and «llitary posis of the Groat Plalns was
their speoialty. Thus thay became imuortal in the annals of
wastern transportation,

At the other end of this long Trall lay the slecpy
little villa.e of Senta Fé, nestling in the valley between
t#o mountains in oentral New Mexico. Chibuanua and Durango,
Mexico, were the end to many freighters. Taos, Albuquerque,
Ft. Union, and nearly two dozen forts andi military posts
wer: terminals to onundreds of vagons. But Santa Fé remained
the symbolic end of the Trail, ani perhaps the most important
city in New Mexico to whioh wagons came. The gﬁﬁgmgggi,zlgg
called Santa Fé a small and inooneidarate‘village in 1846.

A military man said it appeared as a colleotion of brick
kilns, at a distance. The old public plaza was the center of

activity—stores and shops faced this square, while the
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Governor's palace, just another aiobe structure, ocomplacently

s8louoned on the north side. Snow could bs seen on the mountains

the ysar around, but a summer day wai "not enough to melt an

African negro walle the nignés ware cold enough to freeze a

Laplander.® Tne streets looked iise ditches in a New England

meadoyw to E. N, Hough in 1847. The women struok him as toler-

ably fair, with handsome foram, ugly featurcs, andi filtlyy, but

void of "all decenoy and morality", even if they wore an immense
quantity of undergarments. He epitomized Santa Fé as & hell

on earth. But to J. Hughes the oity looked 4ifferent. From

the distance the church soared above bulliinks wshioh looked

like mole hills even if grass did grow on the roop. Dark

skinned ohildren chased each other from housetop %o housetop.

To him the vomen were neither fad no® handsome, yet their

Ls

eyes were Jdark and penstrating.

Stores, boarding houses, & theatre, the "Santa Fé Aocademy",
hotels, ale~houses or coffee shops, and Government buildings
sprang up in the fifties. Fandangos were demooratic social
functions at whioch the rionxand'the poor mingled. A soldier
compared the dance hall to a low groggery "with sand strewed
over #ith quids of tobacoo®™. Two or three hundred dark-eyed,
dark-skicned maidens, "euch il a cigaritéd oetweecn the lips,

a glass of wine...," pretiy ball dresses w¥i.h a bustle in

front instead of in the bpack—~—this was the night iife of Bunta

F6.%7 \Madame Tules, waose real name was Dona Gertrudes

Barcido, was the presiding goddess at the monte tables in one



of the taverns. She was,s3xpert in two professiona, 1t was
alleged, and monte dealing was one of tnem. "Of purse and
humle origin® in Sonora, Mexico, and totally illiterates,

she rose through "“sprightliness of intellect and force of
sharact:r® to be the oenter of attradction in the gambling
sorld of Sunta Fé.98 Every mun went armed during the time
of Madame Tules. If he went to a ball or "into the house

of God" hs wore an arsenal of revolvers and bowle knlwves,

An old reaident beileved that the people suffered more from
whiskey, howsever, tohan they did from any other cause. Perhaps
twenty per cent met violent deaths because of wniskey, he
said, out in spite of that a majority of them “lived long and
enjoyed 1life anyway." Trains of burros kept the city ia
Taos wniskey, fodder, melons, grapes, and & dozen other
articles. A contemporary venturei to state that the Mexiocans

of Santa Fé did not ocars wno ruled over them—jyames K. Polk

ot the Grest Mogul-—provided they could sell their red
pepy ers, corn, and grapes in peuce.

In the More V*lley, 110 miles north-eaat of Santa P,
Ft. Union arose in 1851 as the Government d epot of the territory.
Merchants of Santa Fé, who resented the transfer of the depot
from tneir city, contemptuously refered to 1t as a “hole in
the prairie®. A fev soattered bulldings around a courf formed
a rendezvous for a "gang of thisves, whiskey-sellers, and
abandoned women,® as well as for prairie 8chooners. Alpbuquer-

que remained a "primitive Mexican town, ovuilt of adjobes, “long

3T.



after being a depot for troops in that gquarter of New Mexico.
Warchousas, woharves, and freignters oad their day. The

steamboat and the prairie schooner bhad moulded thelr character

and determined their years of existence. When the great trade

sucoumbed in the sixties, these towns lived blindly for awhile—

until the rallroad gave them a new svamp, & new life, and a

nes hope, The rawnaés more off these vibrating communities

as cold, metallic civilization ¢rept on them, like paralysis—

deadly and inevitable,.

8*'
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CHAPTER Vil
Bullwhaoking

6ver1and freighting from Missouri to New Mexico may have
- been s prosaic thing, but as the years went by, lt,ééquired
& glamour. The ox wagon, otherwise known as the prairie
schooner or the "ox telegraph™ was of plebeian origin. Murphy
and Espenshied, and other miznor firms of St. lLouis; Studebaker
of South Bend, Indlana; firms in far away Plttsburgh; as well
as some of the border towns, constructed a mpecial wagon for
the freighting business. The approximate ocost of these wagons
was $200 each.

The prairie schooner of the Santa Fe¢ Trail was a direct
doscendant of the Conestoga which ran the 014 Netional Road
a generation or more before. It welghed 4,000 pounds and
had & tongue thirteen feet longs The hind wheel welghed
300 poundg and was 64 inohes 1u diameter. The tire was four
inches through while the hub was twelve inches through and
eighteen inches deep. The Freeman's Champion (Prairie City,

Kansas) compared the spokes to a middle sized bed post.l

A great portion of the wagons had a wooden axle but no
skein, the wheels being held in place by linch pins. Rosin
and tallow served to lessen friction on the axles, but the
oreaking of 8 heavily loaded wagon or of a caravan gave
ample testimony of the need of a oan of Black Beauty axle
greese. The wagon box was three feet ten inches wide,
twelve feet long st the bottom and sixteen feet lon§ at the
tope This made the bed resemble a boat, The blue coat of



paint made it 8 very pleturesque structure. Wooden bows
formed the frame work for the tope After two sheets of
Osnaburg canvas were stretched tightly over them to keep
out the rain and dust, a man of ordinary height could stand
without bonding.z ' '

The @government wagons &iffered slightly from the
regular freighters wagon. The blue body was panelled while
an iron axle made them aristooratioc for oreek beds oould
be orossed without grent danger. The ends of the wagon
bed were straight, making the structure resemble a box.

But canvas covered the bows of both, and nelther had a
brake or a look. The animals nearest the wagon served as
a slow moving hindrance as wagons went down hill. However,
a chain was kept on the side of the boxes It “went around
the fellow and fastened with a toggle. When you wanted to
lock the wagon, (you) had to stop to put chain in plaoce,
and the saﬁo when you wanted to unlock it."

The ox yoke, bows and rings, ohains which extended from
the wagon and fastened to the center of the yokes,and
water kegs completed ﬁho outfit of a freighter at the additional
cost of $25. 8Six, eight, or ten oxen-wmore in diffiocult
places—wvalusd at approximately 350 per yoke, furnished the
horsepower for the prairie schooner. The Government usually
employed mules, Horses were seldom, if ever,used. The oxen
wore belleved by some to have greater stamins than the mule.

They could recover more quickly after a trip across the plains,

9s.
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and ocould feed with relish on nesrly all kinds of weed or
grass. Wet woather and sand did great injJury to the hoof
of the oxen; but snoes without calka, and pads for the
broken spots, often mede from & hat brim, enabled ths oxen
to keep going.3 Extre animels usually followed the train,
gerving as a supply of fresh oxen dut also as balt for
thieving Indians.
The driver of an ox team wae the bullwhacker, He was
in ocherge of one wagon, and walked on the left side of the
animals. These men were usually recruited from the pope
ulation in the outfitting states at elther end of the Tralil.
Thie offered a life of adventure and freedom from soocial
restraint. Young men, sccording to one old freighter,
considerad thair education inoomplete unless they had spent
a peason on the plains, He believed that hablts learned
while bullwhacking produced the frontier bully snd the
border ruffian Guring the Kansas oonfltct.4 However, Jjust
es the river traffic of the Ohio, Mississippl, snd Missouri
produced a distinct character,so 414 the o%erland frelghting.
This character wore & "ragged flannel shirt, palr of buoke
skin 'jeans', or mtore pants, with pockets made or breaking
out almost anywhere, pair of bdrogans, sn 0ld hat and whip."s
The bullwhaoker's whip was an institutlon in ltself,
It weighed five and one-half pounds. The short stock of
tough ash or pecen osspling had a lash of undressed rawhide

nearly two inches in diameter and sbout ten feet long, ending



in 8 thong of buckskin. "To wield this required all the
strength of a man's groins.” The driver seldom flayed the
oxen with it, but orscked it "with a heavy flourish and a
mmart jerk. You would hear a sownd like a pistol shot, and
ses & mist of hair and blood start wherethe crusl thong had
out 1ike & bullet” into the hide of some recalitrant oxen.®
The driver wée proud of‘his whip and of his ability to use
1t, It was & sign of membership in the bullwhacker's
fraternitys It gave the democratic prairle men an opportunity
to be aristocratic and excel those of lesser training and
ability in his group.

Kexluanltradera employed native Mexicans as teamsters,
ag 414 some Ameriosn freighterss. These drivers coverod
their swarthy skins with the distinctive dirty buokskin anad
flennel, ané perhaps to people in Kensas City resembled vory
much the deck hands on the many steamsrs which landed goods
at the levee.

During the Mexican war the Government used volunteers,
who arrived too late to be mustered into the Army of the
Weet, as teamstera.v'ﬁegular soldlers were employed in that
capacity in case of emergency of which there were many.
In 1860 the Seoretary of War complsined that suoch a system
of employing teamsters gsave rise to intolerable conditions,
for besides "not belng sublect to the restraints of military

discipline, they are sometimes very turbulent and nngovernable.“e

One year later the Secretary said that teamsters were employed

917
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at "enormous wages." It would be better, he said, if the
Government wounld increase the numbaer of privates in a
company to one hundred, increase the salarles, and detall
them as tesmsters when needed.’ The Quartermaster General
kindly advised that scldlers employed as teamsters be -
allowad thirty conts extra per day instead of the fifteen
cents and "oommutation for whiskey ration® as before s+
As late ag 1860, the Secretary of War made the oharge
against the teamsters of exacting exorbitsnt wages when
possibles But the powers of Government seem to have noyer
heard his call.tl

In 1860 dunllwhackers dn American freighters were paid
from $26 to $30 per months This included board. Thelir
Mexican colleaguee valued their servides at $}5 for the
sameé periocd of time, Wagon masters who held the respone
8ibility of taking a train over the Trail, had the salary
of a capitalist in comparison to the lowly bullwhsoker,
for he often drew as much as $100 per month.l2

Food wag a natter of prime importance on a wagon\traln
long before the mirecle of refrigerstion was dreamed of.
Bach train oarried a supply to last during the trip acrosas
the plains, whioh was added to by occasional hunting forays.
Baoh man was allowed 50 pounde of bacon, 10 pounds of coffee,
50 pounds of flour, 20 pounde of sugar, and some sslt for
the 4rivo which lasted about a monthe Long strings of Jerked
buffalo meat usuelly graced the sides of the wagons while
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carcagses of buffalo along the Trall gave evidence that some
bullwhacker had had fresh tongue for suppers. In the later
Gays of frelghting, cows were sometimes driven slong for the
milk and fresh maat.lsTradtng posts spreng up on the Trall
whioh kept a goodly =supply of liquor to replenish the keg
which was inoluded in most wagons.

The Mexiocans subsisted on unbolted flour asnd dried
buffalo meat, Whem a herd of buffaloes crossed thelr path
often camp was made and the larder fillede The meat was
cut in atrips and suspended on ropes from the corral of
wagons. The sun did the maglo. However, one freighter
upon refleoting some years later, belleved the meat to be
sour and disagreeable to anyone not used to 1t.14 But the
Moxicmns stewed it with extrsvagent helpings of red nepper
and ate 1t wi thout"fear or trembling". The Mexican traine
always had hunters which perhaps would have been welcome in
an Ameriosn train for according teo éoma 0ld bullwhackers,
"sow belly" three times a day for a month sometimes became
questionadle as sn article of food.

All Hexican and many American frelghters pastured thelir
oxen in New Mexico during the winter. ZRarly in the Spring
the owners preceded the teems in light wagons or oarriageg
and went East, that i{s,to St. louls, Philsdelphia, or else-
vhoere, %o buy goods. While awalting the arrival of the
stoamer with the goods, the trsins camped on the outekirts

of Westport, Kansas City, or from whegﬂaver they outfitted,



"S0lid squares of w: gons, covering whole acres, are found",
said the Republicen. "Thousands of draft snimsls are
soattered over a 'thousand hills'...The streets resound

with barbarous voclferations and 1ou§ eracks of heavy whipBse.
The rumbling nolise made by the clumsy, lumboersome 'prairie
schooners', while propelled along by petient oxen 18 hearad

1noassantly.“15 Bullwhackers frequented grog shéps and

loated in the streets, lelisurely spending the wageé which
had been pald upon arrival at the Mlssouri.

One by one the wagons pulled from the wars house down
by the river, each loaded with ssoks, barrels, or boxes
welghing about 6,000 pounds, The wagons apsombled at the
camping ground until all had arrivede ™At last, the 'order
of march' is given, A scene then ensues that baffles dosm
oription. Carriages, men, horses, mules, and oxen appear in
chaotlc confusion, Human cursing, distressinog mulish oute
cries and bovine lowing, form an all but harmonious concert,
above the dlsaonanses of which the commanding tone of the
wagon master's voics only is heard. The teamsters make a
merciless use of thelr whips, flatg and fest; the horses
rear; the mules kick; the oxen balk. But gradually, order
is made to prevall snd ecch of the conflicting elements to
assune its proper place, The commander finally gives the
sign of readiness by mounting his mule, and soon the ocaraw-
van is pursuing its slow way along the road.“lﬁ

Thero was no regular scheduls followed during the trip
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across the plains, Usually two or three sftops were made during
the day. Sundays were, as 8 ruls, disregarded but half-daye
of rest came often for the benefit of the oxen, The wagone
'maeter sslected the canping spots., When the afternoon was
growing old he stopped his mule eh some desirable 1ooatlon,
proferably near some stream which afforded water sand where
wood could be founds As the wagons came up to him the head
wacon cireled to the right, the following team to the left,
following the linee of an arc until they met. 7Phe next two
wagons 414 likewise, bringing thelr left fore wheels close
to the right hind whoeele of the wagon ahead., AB the balance
of the train piled up this way, 8 seml~circular cgorral was
mads, At the rear a space of twenty feet wae left opsne A
wagon on the inside or & chain served as a gates, The oxen were
then turned loose. A mounted herder, called s "oavvie" in
the day time if he drove the loose cattle or “cavayard" along
with the train, cared for them during the night., Riding
slowly around and around them, slways guarding agesinst a
stampede, singing to them if they soemed restless, the horder
spent & lonesoms night until the oxen lay down and began to
chew on their cuda, )
The drivers dlvided into messes of slx or eight. Two
with sacks started for wood or buiifmlo chipege. Another went

for water. Another dug & fire trenche Soon bread, bacon,

-and steaming black ocoffee weme sarved to each men who had his

tin plate, quart oup, knife, fork, and spoon. After the
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mess, preparation was made for breakfast. Then came the
“fun snd frivolity™ of camp lifel A deok of thumb marked
eushrs cards afforded amusement to some. As the staers
began to appear in the western sky, stories of "hair breadth
Indian enoounters or 'unheard of buffialo shooting' were
told. A good mmoke and a song ended tihe hard day as the
flickering shadows 0f the campfire played on tired faoces,.
The soul of the weat was often laid bare when the quavering
call of & wolf echoed to the raugous voloses of the campe.
Blankets were epread beneath the wagons. The bullwhacker
la}his head on an ox yoke, rolled the blankets about him,
and probably had sn untroubled slsep until the "Roll out,
Roll out™ oall of the night herder came much too soon et
daybreaks

Breakfast over, the cattls were 4rivem into the corral
again., At the cry of "ocatch up" from the wagon master every
driver started among the milling cattle with 8 yoke dn hie left
shoulder. It was "first come, first served” for the first
day only; after thaet the only exchange that could be made
wag from the nerd of extra animals., A yoke of heavy, welle
broken oxen were used as "wheelsrs"; s geaond best cmume next.
The two peirs in the ewing could be made up of partly droken
oattlae, with 8 good psir for leaders. Longelegged, long
horned Texme stsers, when broken, made tha best lecaders.
They held thelr heads high, were guiock on the feet, and could

run quite e fast as 8 norse when alarmede With this in mind
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the bullwhacker made his way among the swaying cattle which
piled up on each other in the wagon corral, When the sturdy
"offewheeler"™ was found the yoke was fastened to him with

one end left on the ground whille the bullwhackar went in search
of the mate., Whaen yoked together they wers hitched to the
wagone The others were yoked in order., When the long call
"sull out™ sounded throughout the camp the teamster was in
his glorys About twenty-six long whipe tlppeé with dbuckskin
poppers weres swung asbove the hvads of the drivers at the same
time, the "reports sounding like flre from a picket line of
goldlers.” 3But only the "deasdhsead"™ was struck as the caravan
writhed avay fo; another day of %ten weary miles.l?

The bullwhackers had & reputation ®r being a "reckless,
hard working set of men, many of whom indulge iIn great exgesnes
vhen starting out, or coming 1n.¢..”‘18 A ocorresgpondent of the
Misgpouri Republican said that the "most intolerable mulsances
about some of the traing les the atroclous profanity that is
kept up llke s raging fire by many of the hands."l? The tender
Susan Megoffin, who rounded out & honeymoon on the 0ld Trail
in 1846, was much shooked at the oconduct of the men at “ecatohing
up” time. 5She sald the "whooping and hollowing of the men was
a novel sight rather., It wes disagreeable to hear so much
swoaring....{of cowse, "oetching up") worries the patience
of their driversy but I soercely believe they need to bhe so
p;:-ﬂﬂsme."z'<> The freighting firm of Russell, Majors, end
Waddell prohibited the uge of profanity end lbquon. forbade
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traveling dn the Sabbath, and demanded that the 8nimsls be
treated kindly. A code of behavior was posted in the back

of cach wagon to serve those who easily forgot. When applying
to Alexander Mejors for a Job, perhaps it was hig conuections
with the Methodist Church és pestor, that oaused nim to ask
the applicant if he could érive across the plains and baok
without aweeringe Jo Ao Little tells that an Irishmsn, wo
hed ambitims to be 8 teamster replied to that gqueation:
"ia, I can drive a team to hell and back without swearing."
Ho was not employed.gl However, there is 1little resson to
believe that Majors' elevating influence wss felt beyond the
employment office, To hls teamsters on the Oregon Trall he
once preached a sermon, One listenar =ald that he "talked to
them 1like a Dutch Uncle." William Johnson, an 014 bullwhacker,
said thet a wagon master seldom knew when Sunday came after
bveing out awhile.®*R, F. Burton nays that he "soarcely ever saw
a sober driver; as fhr as profanity, the western equivalent
for hard swearing-—they would meake the blush of shams c¢rimson
the cheek of the o0ld Isie barge~"83

S8wearing wss not unheard of on the Government trains
even if mules instead of oxen were used., The teamster rode
one of the mules near the wagon and made brave asttempts to
keep the four leaders movinge He held a line in his hand wulch
extended to one of the lesd mules. L Jockey stick "not
unlike & raske hasndle™ separated the"pilot" from his mate.

When the driver gave the hesvy stran one pull the o0ld veteran



in the lead turned to the left, pulliug his mate. Two jJerks
causaed him to turn to the right, and hie campsnlion wag pushed
acoordinglys. And, to quote Mrs. B. Custer, "in this simple
mennaer the ponderous vehicle and all the six animals are
guided...” The most spirited mules were selected as leadere.
Being out of reach of the whlp thelr paco wae determined by the
persuasive effect of the drivers voosbulary or the tone of his
voice. Mre., Custer teestifled that she saw the driver of the
team which she acoompenlied to #s Tk Riley from Xy Ft.Leavenwortnh,
who desiring not to be profene in her presende, "shmke his head
and movo his Jaws in un ominous manner, when the provoking
leaders took @ skittieh leap on one side of the trail, or turned
around and frced him with a protest epainst further progredse...
It was in valn that he called out, "You Bet, thersi™ "™hat

are you about, S817" 3She heard furthor remasr&s which caused

her to belleve that some 0of the mules were ohristened after

the swegtheart of the "apparently prosaic toanster.™ This
toamster perhaps levigred es much of :is affectione upon his
mules 28 he did his asweetilwart. "Fox or sme2ll coyote talls

were fastened to bridles and the vagaries in the ollpping of
the poor bveast's taile, would set the fashion to a Pagis
heiredresser. Thay sare shaved a certain distance, and then

a tuft .is left, meking & bushy ringess The conts of the beaste,.
shine like the fur of & fine horse." Thua Mrs. Custer ob~
gserved from the front seat of a @overument wagon while going

across the plaine on & road often used by governmenti wagons
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enroute to Santa Fe."

The 4ull monotony of the day or the stlillness of the
night were upon many occasions Intarrupted by the war whoops
of mounted Indians armed with spears, guns, or bows and arrows,
When egishted, if while the caravan was wmoving, the corrsl
was hastily formed, the oxen were rlacad within the olrcls,
wiiile thp teamsters took & position of vantage Behiud the
wagons. One old frelghter tells & story of such an attack
on the 0ld Trell,and there are nmany such storiesy whon a
@overnment escort was alonge Upon this ocomsion in 1864,
First Lisutsanant Ulgssesn 3impson Grant and 60 troops had
agccompenied the troin from Ft. Larnmeds Whon the Indians
wore sighted snd the corral mada, the soldisrs took a

posi tion at one end, while the bullwhackers stood at the

othars Shots wers exchenped with the Indlans as they rode around

and around. When eight 8esd Indians lay on the ground, they
flew a flag of truce, plcked up thelir dead and went away.
Lieutenant Grrant, wio had osluly strolled sbout during the
gight with a black corn-cob pipe in his mouth, treated the
men with a drink of whiskey from the wsgons, and gave a
recelpt %o the wapon master showing dellvery to the army.25
Stampedes were full of excitemsnt while they laated,
Ccoasionally the spare oattls In the rear would becume
frightened. As they ren past the wegons the signesl wus given

for a change of paae of the wagon traines The yoked oxen wovld

bagin to bawl and, to quote ona tesmater, set off at an

10«
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astounding speed for miles, frequently ovaerturning wagons,
When thelr strength was exhausted they would sottle down
againe In 1862 Robaert Wright was driving the loose csattle
behind one offﬁusaell, ¥ajors, and Waddell wagonse In the

hot{ afternooa he took off nis hkeavy linsey woolsey coat, the
body of which was lineé with yollow anéd the sleeves with
red. In taking 1t -off the cout wes turned inslide out. Then
ho tossed it over the long hofna of "01ld Tan", & gentle

ox that wse lagging behind. "014 Dan”™ ned fellen some distance
behind during this prooess s0 the herder prodded hilm along.
"No sooner 414 0lé Den make his appenrance among the ocattle
than a young steer bawled out in steer language, &8 plain as
English, "=ays Wright, "Gre t Boott, what monstrosity is

this coming to destroy ust” Then "wlth one long, loud
besesching bawl, {he] put all posoible dlstance batween
himself and the terror behind his.¥ Immedistely all the oattle
but"01d8 Dan'ntampeded. When the wagon master inquired of the
cause of tnis whioh hne=d strewn wagons, broken threo steers’
lege, and msocattered loose oettle for fifteen miles, one

driver neeRly srid he thought it was e Wol£ 426

Tne wind, &f in the right direction heralded the aprroach

of the caravan to Sania Fé. The oreak of the wsgone, the
"zee~ho" and tine "ho~haw" of the drivers, snd the orack of the
whip aanounsed the arriv:l in & meanner not to be misteken.
"From the shinflng white of the covers anéd the hull llke
appearsnce of the bodies of the wagons, truly (they) look

like a fleet seiling with canves all spread, over 2 seeming sea,"
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Porhaps the cattle resemblec 80 many insects orawling along
on a surfece, sometimes hidden from the eye br a shifting
oloud of dust, The wagon master was the first to arrive in
towne The few "guntotars™, used for guerde by some trains,
accompanied him down the crooked streets of Santa Fé to

begk in the sunshine of popularity. Looking baok they ocould
have seen the caravan moving from the horizon ss if 1t were

a part of nature., Flually dust covered vehlcles, escorted by
e swarm of flles wnloh were attracted by the dried meat on the
gsldes of the wagons, and pulled by sweaty, dirty oxen,orawled
to the end of the 30urnoy.27 The soft voloese of the darke
ayed sefioritas mingled with the clatter of roulette wheels
and the ring of Mexiocen dollars oarrledtfg} away from the
11fe of bawling cattle, Perhaps excesses were indulged in
"without &tint or remorse”-but what of it, they must have
reasoned, within a few daye or weeks the business of living
would osall them back to the 0Old Trail agaln, seven hundred
seven ty-five "Gol durned™ mlless. If with empty wagouns, it
meant twenty milee each blessdd day inetead of tens Then

what lay at the end of the Traile-pay day, liquor, and women.



' 109.

FOOTNOTES
Onapter VII

1 Freegap's Champjon (Prairie City, Kunaeas), June 34, 1858.

3 Ibid., June 34, 1858; Irails Qiippiuxs, Vol. I, p. 101
(found in library of Kansas State Historiocal Society);

Migsouri Rerublicap (St. Louis) August 5, 1857 and Maroh 3,
1855,

5 E. Blair, Historvy of Johmston Counsv. Kungas (Lawrence,

07y

1815),,quoting William Johnson, & bullshacker,

* Irasections of the Kausas State Hissorical Sooieiy,

Vol. XI, pp. 456-463, "The Santa Fé Trail in Jonnson County,
Kansag," (various speeches or remarks are given wnich were
made at the dedioution of the Santa Fé Trail marker ;t Loune

Elm, MNovember 9, 1806.)
5 Frecman's Ohampion, June 34, lé58.

 J. Evarts Greeme, Ihe Sanu: £ Irade, lis Route and
Cgaractur (Woroester,Massachusetts, 1893), p. 15, 16.

7 8ee Onapter "Pork ani Flour for the Army of the Weet.®

8 Senaté Documents, 3let Congress, 34 Session, Vol., I, part 3,




110

No. 1, p. 8, Berial no. 587.

€

o Ssnatg Dogurantd, 324 Congress, lst Session, Vol. I, Fo. 1,

p. 113, Serial no. 811,

10 Ip44., Vol. II, No. 1, p. 73, Serial no. 659.

i Ipid., 36th Congrees, lst Ssesaion, Vol. II, part 3,
no. 3, p. 8, 8Serial no. 1034,

13 State Regord. (Topeka, Kansas), ootober 13, 1880, guoting
the Missourl Recupligan.

¢

13 Nev York Yoice, September 19, 1895, given in M
Bioxrappv Sorapbook, Vol. 4 (Kznsas State Historioal Library,
T0peka).

14 . B. Napton, Qu the Supta Fé Irail in 1807 (Kansas Oity,
1805) .

15 gtave Regord, Ootober 13, 1860.

16 syate Reoord, October 13, 1860.

1?7 g, Rolfe, Trails Clippings, Vol. I, p. 391; Tuoker and



111.

Vernon, Along tne Old Trail, pp. 81-83; J. A. Little, Wnat

I sa» on the Old Santa F¢ Trail (Plainfisld, Indiana, 1904),

p. 35; Harpsr's Mupasine, Vol. XXV, (an undated olipping found
in Kansas State Historioal Society); Douse City Glove, May 33,
1915, in Trails Clippinis, Vel. II, p. 48.

'8 Misgourd Re.uolican, August 11, 1858.
19 Missouri Republicapg, September 13, 1851,

30 ggella Drumm. (ed.), Dosn the Ssuta FE Iradl (Hew Huven,
1938), p. 3=3.

3l g, A. Little, Qp. git., D 4.
33 g4, Blair, 9p. Qi%., p- 88.

33 gir Richard Franocis Burton, Jhe City of Saiuts, and Aoross
tne Rlboxz Mountains to Caliiforulas (New York, 1883), p. 14,

34 Mra. E. Custer, Tenting 2:1_1_ gthe Plains or With Gen:sral
Cuscer in Kansas and Texas. (New York, 1893), p. 323-339,

45 Kapsas Clty Star, quoted in Trails Clippings, Vol. I, p. 396.

36 gee Tucker and Vernon, Alopni spe 0l1d Trail, p. 31. Robert



11%.

M, Wright is quoted by them at lenygth.

FR

37 Iun Sapta Fé Trail apd other Pamphietg, Vol I, (a collection
made by the Kansas Historioal Society), Johnathon Millikan

says that great swarms of flies glyuys followed the wagons
trains.



COLORADO

NEW |} MEXILCO

ARRoN RIVER

Santa B

. Ft.Union
San. Miquet

s
I

TEXAS : OKLAHOMA.
I
]

THE SANTA FE TRAIL

seoenage  The Main Trail
e Auwxiliary Military Roads

B Rivers anud Creeks

‘¢T1T



LL4,

CHAPTER VIII.
Along the Trail,

If the Missisasippi river had piled itas sediment into
S8an Francisco narbor, the Santa Fé Trail would probably
have been a tow path along & scuthern tributary where flat-
boats loaded with sacks and barrels made their laboriocus way
againet the current. But the Trail ran southwest from
Kansas City, located at the bend of the Missouri, to the
Arkansas. At Cimsrron orossing, & coanvenieat ford beyond
Dodge City, Kansas, the Trail dlvided—one branon following
the Arkaneas to Bent's Fort where it turned direotly
southward to Sonta Fé, the other leading through the
Cimarron desert. Several braanches, or "feeders", joined
the Trail from Atchissn and Ft. Leavenworth &t various points,
but the main road wound its way through verdant prairies
inhabited by friendly Indians} there were barren deserts
and hostile Apache, and mountain paths orossed by cool,
rushing watar., These diverse seotions, timbered and
treeless, atreams and dry beds, level stretohes and oramped
trails, wers on the Santa Fe.

The caravans followed the shortest line between
Missouri and Nes Mexico that gave sufficlent water for
existence. Casping rlaces, located some ten miles apart,
as a rule, had become as fixed as the Trall itself by

1850, The names of some of the camping places, given quite



early in the history of the Trail, indicate the importance
of watert 110 Mile Cresky Diamond Springs, Covtonwood
Oreek, Ash Qreek, Rabbit Eur Cresk, Rio Moro, aud Rio

Gallina. Tuere was not & briigse over the streams for wany

yeara., Low banks and shallow water afforded safe croasiugs

except in rainy seasons. Ip its latter days the Trail
througn Kansas became %a nard, smooth thorougufare from
60 to 100 feet wide....In token that it had aome to stay,
the broad~faoed sunflower sprang up on @itbher side wuere
the wheals had broken the sod.®

Starting from the levees in Kansas City the Trail
led up a long ravine t¢ the orest of the hill., This was
& hard pull for cxen. One driver sald tnat hringing &
loaded wagon up the hill was %all one man oould stand aad
no one language was enough,®™ The Westport aud Kansas Ciivy
road joined the Independence Trall near the state line.
There were two or more branches of the Trall for a few

miles out of Weatport. The Freeman's Champion (Prairie

Oity, Kansas), June 35, 1857, mentions a new road located
fiftecn miles south of Lawrsnce.

Lieut. E, G, Beckwith, who accompanied Capt. J. W,
Gunnissm across the plaing in 1853, rsoorded that the
Trail followed the Kansas river for some distance before
turning southwest.* A committee of the Kansas Historical

Society, in making & correct map of the Trail through that

115.



state reported that there were several branches in Johnson
County, "but from whatever place the traffic startsd, these
several roads all reached & dommon point in the northwestern
part of® that acunty.a

During the Mexiocan War the military road from Ft.
Leavenworth struck the Trail near Black Jaock in Douglas
County. In the fiftiese Leavenworth City opeued & road to
the Kansas river & few miles weat of Kansas Qity. The
merohanss hoped ﬁhai the bridge whioch they construoted
would draw the trade to their ocity. In 1855 and 1868 a
military road was openad betwean Ft. Leavenworth and F¢,
Riley. A branoh extended southward from Ft. Riley to
Ft. Larned on the Arkansas, joining the Trail there.®
This road was kept in repair by the Government, exclaimed
the Kapnsas Weckly Heraid (May 10, 1856), and placed Topeka
in a position to oapture the Santa Fé trade! This paper
concluded: "Kansas City will kiok..." During the latter
days of the Trail there were branchea running northward
through Topeka, probably to Atchissm, and through Lawrenos,
evidently to Ft. Leavenworth, The Iopeks Iribuypne pleaded
#ith the traders and emigrante in & bigh moral tone: "If
you wish to (d¢ bumanity and ox fleah a kindness," then
advise everybody to leave the Trail at Wilmington and oome
to Topeka.

Buliwhaokers swore &s they moved their tralns through

*government's lane®, a black loam slough lying near Ft.
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Leavenworth., Often stock from one-nalf of:g;&in would be
used to drag one wagon.to high ground. The mud and water
wore 80 deep in soue places that wagon beds slid over
and through. The first camp was usually made within two
miles of the fort.* That was a good day's work. From
the slough to the Kensas river much rough sountry impeded
the progress of frelghters, The river was grossed on a
ferry. In 1849 two ferries located fifteen miles apart
carried wagons over for $1 each.o

The Santa Fd Trail as far as Counocil Grove, about
one hundred thirty five miles from Kansas Clty, was not

unpleasant to follow., Lisut. E. G. Beckwith saw as

"beautiful and fertile rolling prairies as the eyes ever

reated'upon.' A correspondent of the Missourl Republiocsp_
wrote volubly of the "rioh prairies and oreek vottoms
pretiy well wooded" whioch he saw as he went to Santa Fé
in 1851.8 D, D. Mitchell made & survey of the plains
tribes in 1851, He reported three general classess
"wild, lasy, disasipated, and untamed®, a medium grade,
and the balance of ®good sober and industrious farmers
(who) . «..88timate and appreciate the value of property,
and understand the properties and value of tha custous
and habits of the whites.®’  These diligent Kansas
farrers had rude develiings, & small plot of land, and

some live stook, and perhaps had learned to wear blue
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denim or buckskin as gmoefully as had the white men who swamod

pest their little ranches,

Beock i th, evidently following a popular braneh of the Trail,
sdvanced with his party along the Ksnsaes river for seversl miles
aftor leaving “Westport. Cedsr Cresk had worn a small ravine in
the limestone, and walnut and cedar trees tossed thelr hesds in
the Kansas breeze, "The marked fe:ture of the country todey,"
he wrote on June 24, "as heretofore, is the graceful greassy
swells which extend as far as eyes can compess,” The timber
w.8 less sbundant on the next day. The dwellings end farms
of & few "Christianized Indians" were sesn near camp that evening,
A fow yeors later a traveler, upon entering Osage county, would
have passed through the new and enterprising ville.e of Over-
brook. This famous corossing had a saloon, toll bridge, black-
smith shop, and stage station.® On June 27 the prairies
appearsd unusually level to Beckwith, but gress osnd wood were
hard to find. Camp at 110 mile Creek afforded the luxury of
running we ter "with holes lsrgs enough for bathing." Two
yenrrs later Burlingame would have been the next camping stution,
Here, a0 the story goes, thirteen men dug a well before building
houses or shecks, During the guerille days the people built
2 stone fort sround it to keep guerillas from poiaoning the
water, This great structure, eight-five feet in e¢ircumference
end eight feet high, had twenty-five port holes in the thirty-

four inoh wells, A log cebin store, the "Bratton House™, and
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Hoover's blacksmith sbop did thriving business whaen. freighting
was at its ueigﬂt.g .

Upon sntering Wilmington, a few miles West of Buriingaume,
the frelghter was welgowed by a riockety signi "Dow's Wilaingtou
Houae.® Tuois tvo-story hotel, a blacksmith and wagonwmaker's
shop, and several dwellings, some of which were ooncrete,
made up this new settlement.?¥ Prairtie Chicken Oreek, Elm
Creek, 143 Mile Creek, Biuff Creek, and Big Rock Creek afforded

good camping places before the arrival at Counoil Grove. Here
the Trail forded the NeosXlo river, Before freighting became

& big buasiness, caravans congregated here and organized under

a wagonmaster prior to proceeding across the plains., In 1887

a oluster of timber fringing the river sihaded a atore and
dwelling, some twenty or thirty Indisn wigwame, and & Government
blacksmitih shop. The Indians, as did others along the Trail,
oarried certificates of charaoter given them oy white men.>t
By 1858 there were no more than 8ix houses there, but &t nad
bscome a atopping place for bullwhaokers to buy "nick-nacks®
before commitiing themselves to the great wilderness beyond.
While the boys were shouting off what they called thelr last
drink one night in the summer of 1857, J. C. Hall wrote in
his journalt “Council Grove—famous a8 beiug the extreme
end of civilization...built on lowlande, on banks of the
Neosho river...2 small stream...only an insignificant plaoe.

Grog shops and drinking saloons having the cuﬂtom.'lg A
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familiar soene after 1856 was the Strieby blaokesmitih shop.
Here harness and wagons were repaired while the Jirivers en-
joyed & brief celebration. After 1863 wagons orossed the
river on & bridge which alsc served as a scaffold on apecial
oscasions. The river crossing had long been a source of
entertainment to residents. One said it was “amusing to
watoh the tongues 0f the greasers wag in double quiock time
a8 tney vooiferate to the cattle. All kinds of noises, irom
a squeak of a rat to the roar of a buffalo, are employed to

w13 In 1860 "prices were good and

urge teams up the asoent.
buyers plenty," but after the Spring of 1866 businesa men
oomplained of hard times. One newapapesr tauntingly remarded
taat Junction City's streets afforded petter grusing for the
teams,

The correepondent of the RBepublicsin who went over the
Trail in 1851 noticed that all beauty disappeared beyond
Council Grove. ®A dry level of sterile earth, a stretohing
out interminably, wearisome by its monotony, and forbidding
the hope that 1t can be put to useful purpose® welcomed him
a8 he went westward. There was not much to intsrsest a traveler
until the Trail struck the Arkansas at Gres Bend. One
pullwhacksr saldi that every day 1life had 1little variety. The
monotonous prairies ®were not influencing amyvody's deetiny,"

#r0te one driver., "They bore the marks of no man and were

as pathlesas as the sea. Every day was as another, and we were
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soon at losa to know what day it was...not a tree to relleve

14 5. A. Little

the dull monotony of the boundless prairie.,®
said that thousands of gray wolves, as large as St. Beruurd
doge, roamed the prairies. He hud seen them bring down a
buffalo by ocutting ite hametrings. Lieut. AXoert noted that
"there are times when the wolf's howl soudds pleasantly and
again there are tiﬁes when the spirits of desolation secmed

to be coujured up by 4t." In the Bpring and Fall when the
buffaloes were migrating, ®millions in a herd (1)...trampling
down everything before them,® wixgon trains were oftem stopped
until the herd had orossed the Trail. Their deep grunta
blended into a roaring symphony as thousande of them darkened
the prairie. To keep their teams from stampeding, one old
freighter advised drivers to chain the front yoks of oxen to
the rear wheel of the wagon, "then get out in front and shoot,
shoot, shoot." They were as tame as domestioc ocai tle, and to
real plainsmen, buffalo hunting wae too simyle for a premier
sport. Hundreds of dead animala along the road, im a yood
state of preservation on account of the dry atmosphere, guve
mute evidence to the fact that many bullwhackers fmproved their
marksmanshiy by use of a moving target.l5 Pouds and witer
holes were favorite wallowing places for tnese great animals
during the heut of the day. Here they added “their own
exorement to the already prtrescent waters., This compound,

warzed by weeks in a blazing sun end alive ¥ith animalfoules
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makes & arink palataole to one suffering from intense thirst,.®i8

Occaslonal bunds of wild horscs caught the eyes of tired
bullwnackers, while hundrels of lizards sunning themselves in
the ruts afforded marks for their ships. Rattlespakes often
struck the oxen of the leading wagons pafore the oraok of a
six-8hooter made them writne in the dust.

At the junction of Walnut Cresk and the Arkansas the
trading post of Booth and Alliscon was ereoted in 1855. Uo=
sides furnlsning some provisions to tha Indians and travslers,
acoording to the Reruollsag, pleasure~saeking parties ware

offered a rars chance %o kill a nurfala.17 Boown ani Aillisou

were provably the first dude ranchers. After 1864 a rude ///
structure, Ft. Zarah, offered protestioun to traders, |
Pawnes Rook, twenty-five wiles ur the Arkansas from
Ralnut Creeck, was a landewark and a stopping place for travelers.
Here many conflots with lurking Indians ooccurrad. The rock
was one nundred feet high, ani it covared nearly four aores
until settlers quarried rock from its aldes for fences. The
Indiana oallad it a glft of the Great Spirit, but to traders
1t waz just another oamping ground andi & bronzed limestone
slate on wiioch their nawes could be added to those of Kit
Carson and othnera.
The Santa F& Trail divided five milss sast of Pawnese Fork.
The *Long Route® followed the Arkansas %o Ft. Dodge while

the *Dry Routa® left the river a few miles %to the southwest,

joining with tihe viher about & hundred miles up the river.



Ft. Larnsd, ocuilt of “"logs set endi¥ise in the ground and
roofed #ith dirt®, sas a source of comfors to freignters
after 1856, Escorts often sccompanied the trains as they
plodded along on one of the two branohes of tha Trail. Saors
ouffalo grass grew everywhere along tohe "Dry Route.® A few
scattered weeds and flowers oaused Beokwith to notet "nature
has here loat all her freshness and sweetness, and at tnis
season (July ia, 1853) only wears a gray, sterile and unfor-
bidding aspect...arid puffalo fields wearing the sume unin-
teresting aspect as yesterday, uanrelisved by a elngle &ree...
wator collected in pools is barely drinkable,.® The two
branches merged pear the location of what besame Ft. Doidge
in 1884, only to divide again at Cimarron Crocasing. One
branoh asoended the Arkansss to Bent's Fort, while the other
orossed the river at two or more places and ran southwest
aorc3a the Cimarron to Moro. At that place the Bent's Fort
or Raton branch joined it.

Betwean the Cimarron Orossing and Bent's Fort waa
nothing but monotony. Beckwith wrote that "Hothing oan exceed
the Mll monotony of a journey along the Arkansas.® Bent's
Fort, located near the mouth of the Purgatoire river, had
long served as a trading post. In lub3, 8o the atory goes,
Bent lcaded sixteen wagons with goods, fired the fors, and
drove away as the posder within the builaing exploded and

laid waste to the walls., In 1854 the Government located a

1273,
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military post avove the 0ld fort. Ten ysurs later Ft. Lyon
wad srceoted on the Arkansas & few miles east of the Purgatoire
river. The Trall orossed the Arkansas west of the mouth of
the Purgatoire and then followed this rivsr to the Raton
mountaing, J. 0. Hall, a freighter who want over the route

in 1857, testified that the water was more sgarce and the sand
deeper than on the Cimarron rcad. In 1846 Lieut. Afbert noticed
the iféiility of the oouantry. The sand was covered with
oaotﬁu and yucoa, while under their feet "hundredis of horned
frogs (aguma cornute) were orawling about..."8 The Trail
followed the Purgatoire (oftsn corrupted into "Picketwira®,
*Pigquet Ware", "Pingatorie®, "Ric Purgatorio®, and other
disoriptive forms), orossing the stroem mony times Sefore
winding up the Raton mountaine. The Indians had oalled

these mouniainas “"Chuguirique® because of the abundanoce of
rodents. The Spacish had applied the term "Raton®, meuning
mouas, to them. To the teamsters, however, tonls meant an
extended period of swearing and whlp oracking, uvwrging the
weary beasts up the long and rugged Trall. As the road

grew narrower and narrower wagons could hardly vasd. Axle
trees, hounds, ard abandoned oxen marked the rook strewn

trall of unfortunate freighters. At "Tha Devils Gate", the
most dangerous point in Raton Pass, ov.rhanging rock foraed
ths great wagons to the edge of a praoipice.lg It was 8

route of struggle, of danger. But many took i1t in preferencs

to the Cimarron., It was used extcnsively in the War of 18486,
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There has bsen waoh controversy over tne amount ©f traffio
which this route received.in comparison to the Cimarron.
In a report of the Quartermaster General of New Mexico, the
statement 18 made that the Cimarron was ®gencrally travelled
by merchantd'; trains (in 1865), and now vhat rebsl raids...
are not to be feared, (it) should be the route travelleu by
government oonﬁraatora...'ao However, as & winter route the
Raton was preferaole at all times. In the early aixties
Dick Wootton obtuined ¢lnarters from Colorauo aund Hew Mexioo
and built "twenty-seven sritoing miles of toll road." Here
he sat with his partner, George C. MoBride,and colleoted $1.50
for every prairie schooner that passed, $l. for a lighter
vehiole, twenty-five cents for every horss, and five cents
each for all other stook. Meals ware served in their hotel
for seventy-five oents, while the use of a bed for a night
coat but oune half dollar.?l

The wagons which orossed the Arkansas at the fords either
seventzen or tventy-five miles above Ft. Dodge, or at Bent's
Fort, ofton experienced great diffioulty. The swiit stream
swept the pottom as tevel as a floor at oue time, while the
next minute the shifting sund assumed the proportions of
huge boulders, One freighter probably voloed the sentiments
of many when he called it a “contemptuous stream® sprawled
out in the mildle of the plains., The bed of the river was

about one-nalf mile vide at Cimarron Crossing. The streas of
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muddy water was subdivided iuto many rivulets by small sand-
bars tufted sith willows. To ailow 8 loaded wagon %o sitand
#still in this shallow stream, whiob one teamater said he
could wade anywhere if he had a palr of bouta, was to #e¢e the
sand swallow it up. Oxen were doubled up, perhaps ten or
fifteen ydke fAth & bullwhaoker on eushh side swoarimg and
whipping, kept the O0xen constantly movingsuntil the shallow
bank was roaohed,33

Beyond the orossing was nbout sixty-five or seventy miles
of treeless, waterless desert., This was the “Journada del

qwiﬂé&;éé;. (Journey of the Decd) which was corrupted into

*Horn Alley" by prosals teamsters vbecause of the presdence
of so uany bleaohiay sksletona of oxen that nad died of thirst,
Hsavily loaded trains usuaily started at Jdusk. By traveling
all night and the uext day, »#iiu oue or ¢wo *dry cumps®™ the
Cimarron river wa3 reiched by midnight. Hearing the Cimarron,
the 80il changed to a sandy loam. Blue @tem pra#s, brown
grases, buffalc prass, two varieties of heuva, anu several
kinis of wsaeds wers obvserved by a surveyor for the railroad in
1873.3% J. A. Little says that antelopes jumped up near hls
train in 1857. Jack raboits made good soup for Lungry
teamsters, and tree cactus tcok the plaoce of buffalo chips.
Horned frogs were novelties Yo vary ihe monoteny of the day.
The stagnant poola of water aerved ae & source of drink only

when used in hot ooffee. Littls says that some Mexigcans



showad him & natural sandastone oistern in the genter of a
table rook & few mileés off the reguiar route. Here was 0001,
Glear wmsater in an abundeat guantity. This supply seems not
to have been found by other freighters.

The Cimarron rivser was oftimes regarded o6 a wsork o
magic. At one place there waa a stream ten feet vide snd
nine or ten inches desp. Within a few miles the stream
disappeared, only to run uaderground for some distaace. The
reappearance of this strsam at places ou itue Treii eurned
the titles of Waugon Bed Springs, Upper Springd, sund Middle
Springas. Here the weary cattleée stood for noura in the cool
evening after haviny been wild for water. Suilwuackers nad
graat sport fishing in the stagnant pools, Tae provess was
simple: wade in, stir up sedimunt, when tne fish oome to
the surface to breathe, scoop them out.

A8 the approach to Santa Fe was made,the Freuch Buttes
were seen first. To the corrsespondent of the ggiublicsn
they locked like a "huge, perpendioular wall sculing the
haavens.® At Noro Creek, where the Raton orunuh joius the
Oimarron, grew the village of Moro. Ft. Union, often referred
tb by people in Santa ¥é as the "Hole in the Prairie%, was
. built in 1851, This fort witn ité barracks, guard house,
blacksemith shop, and other buildings was tne depol for

Government supplies, henoce the end of the Trail V¢ many wagonsa

Twenty-five miles further two or ithree hundred adobe houses,

127,
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& churoh, =nd a graveyard surroundsd w¥ith nigh walls stood at
the side of the Trail. From this viliuge, Ban Miguel, vo
Santa Fé the roau wound turough "valleys, basins, oafions, and
beds of torrents." Evergreens, some vegetation, sandstone
and granite mountains greeted the eye of the freighter. Some-~
one wrote ithat the “acenery ia beautiful, ihe road awful, the
people lying, thieving, filthy and lousy."

There wus agitation in the fifties for making the Santa
Fé Trail a military road. E. A. Ogien, assistunt Quartermaster
at Ft., Leavenworth, reported that the road froam the fort to
Sunts Fé sas oirouitous and "opjeationuble in every respect,"
but could be made & good road with little expense. A House
Gommi ttee on Military Affairs reported adversely on suoh a
bill in 1857.35 The next year the Gomaittee appopved a bill
for the improvement of military roads gocanecting the various
forts of New Mexico.<® The\?ld Trall ovecame a state highwvay
turougn Kansas in 1855. In the aixties the Trail was sur-
veyed by two corps of engineers, one for the Government, the
othar for a Governawment freighter. The Government contended
that the distance was 735 uldles, while the contragtors
wantel to ocollest for transportiag goods 780 miles 37 Ong
February 9, 1880, the first train of the Santa Fé Railroad
entsred Santa Fé. Oxteams had served as a connecting link
betveen the railroal and the New Mexiso towns until the
last. Waen the losomotive steamad down the streets of Janta

ré, the day of the ox team was over, Only tottering old
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men rememver the Trail today, and theilr days are numbered.
Patriotic soocleties anld old settiers havia endeavorad to
perpatuase 1ts memory. The Davghters of the Americun Revolution
of Kansas and Colorsdo nave placed monumenta where cumpfires
ourned and daisies grew, The plotures e aspests aave sno-
couraged a fancliful interpretation. Pocts nave naglzctad it
a8 an eoonomio faoctor in the ssttlement of tha Scutaweas,

and have sung of 1ts colorful past. Glowing stories have
been woven about Indian battles 30 thal whe aviroge Auwsrican
believea tnat only a few who vautured over 1¢ lived to tell
the story. The motion picture hus mada famous oltasr dromaiis
episodes. It had bsoome & romanticized road in tus annwls

of weatern literature., Howavsr, 1ts grs:tness lay in the
gordid and dreary business of freighting-—ziving employmsnt
to men, a market for omtile, snd a fleld for investment. The
key-note to tﬁa whole song of the Trall was cccnomioc. Then,

too, it was just another tralil,
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POOTNOTES
Chapter VIII

1 The journal of Lieut. E. G. Begkvith, a day by day eniry
of nis experisnces in 1853, is given in Housg Exeoutive
Documepts, 334 Congreas, lst Sessiou, Part 3, Vol. XVIII,
Document neo. 139, pp. 1-88, Serial no. 737, TRroughout this

chapter this journal bas been frequently used.

4 This report is given in pamphlet form, Santa Fd Trail.
Brief Summary of the Santa Pd Trail tarough Kansas yith &

Report of the Committee Appointed to Prepare a Correct Map,

being reprinted from the Elgnteenth Biennial Report of the

Kansaa State Historicasl Bociety. A detailed-map is given.

3 Quartermaster MoFarrand of New Mexico gives a good summary

of the Trail, ite brunohes and cut-offs, and the preferabdle

routes in 1865, in House Exegutive Docuwmenys, 32th Congress,
lst Session, Vol. III, Part 1, Doocusent no. 1, p. 744 et seq.,

Serial no. 1349,

4gansagz City Star, April 5, 1808; Miscourd Repuplioan, June
3, 1849.

5 fThia statement is made in a letter written from Westport,

May 36, 1849, and printed in the Misacuri Bepubllosnn, June
3, 1848,



6 The account of this overland journey to Santa Fé in 1851

1s givea in the Missouri Republicapn, September 15, 1851,

This journalist wrote a full account of bhia observations. It

is8 referred to several times in this chapter,

" Missouzrd Repuplican, February 8, 1851,
8 Topeka Capitel (Kansas), March 18, 1808, quoted in [railg

Clippin;s (ocompiled by Kansas State Historiocal Sooiety), Vol. I,
P 99.

9 Topeka Capitel, 1905, given in Trails Glipiings, Vol. I, p. 38.

10 fhis description is given by Thomas Burns in the Jgpeka
Capisel, a8 given in Tralls Cliypings, Vol. I.

11 Missouri Repuplicag, July 31, 1847,

13 Kapyas Magazine, Vol. V, p. 49; Miesourd Rerublican, September
6, 1859,

13 Souncil Grove Press (Kansas), June 1, 1881,

14 Eapsas Magazige, Vol. V, p. 53.

131,



15 7. a. Little, What I say ou tuhe Old Santa Fé Trail (Plaine~
field, Indiana, 1804), p. 35. This is a book of reminiscences
of a triy made in 1854.

18 Theodore Talbot, Jalvot Ms., Library of Congreas, quoted
by Allau Nevins, Fremont, Vol. I, p. 148, in a footnote.

17 Mjssouri Recupiicap, August 31, 1855.

18 Senute Exegurive Dooguments, 30th Congress, lst Session, Vol.
1V, Dooument no. 33, p. 17, Serial no. 506. This "Report of

Lieut. J. W. Abert, of his Examination of New Mexico, in the
ysars 1846-'47" (p. 3~133), is a diary kept day by day by a

sompetent obaarver.

19 Bess MoKinuan, "The Toll Roal over Raton Pasa,® Ngs Mexioan
Historigal Review, Vol. 3, p. 83 et seq.

30 Houge Executive Dooumentg, 39th Congress, lst Session,
Vol. III, Part 1, Document no. 1, p. 744 et seq., Berial no.

1243,

31 Bess MoKinnan, Qp. Ci%.; H. L. Duffus, The Sants Fe Irall
(London, New York, and Toronto, (1930), pp. 353-353.

i
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33 J. A. Little, Qp. Citv., p. 39; Kansas Magazing Vol. V, p.54.



33 This diary of a surveyor of the Santu Fé Railroad contains
daily entries of such observations interesating to a surveyor.
It is in possession of Kathleen Rogan Aston of the Capper's

Publiestions, Topeka, Kunsas (unpuvlished Sepismoer, 1830).

3% gcnuto Exeoutive Doouments, 32d Congress, 3d Session, Vol.
11, Dooument no. 1, p. 75, Serial no, 659.

35 Hougs Recorte of Qomnijtges, 34th Congress, 3d Session, Vol.
I, Report no. 173, Serial no. 9l3.

26 10i4., 35th Congress, 1 Session, Vol. III, Report no.
373, Serial no. 966.

37 Greay Beni Register, as given in Kapsag State Historigal
Sogiery Collegtions, Vol. XVIII, p. 888. The Qovernment oon-

trastors suedi for $2,000,000 due them for contracts in 18863,

1864, and 1865.
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